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Sixty years ago the Anarchists in Chicago 
conceived the idea of May Day as a festival 
of Labour, a day on which workers all over 
the world should demonstrate their mutual 
solidarity and also their organized strength by 
refusing to go to work. Instead they would 
hold meetings to inculcate and spread the ideal 
of working class unity and internationalism. 


That was in 1886 during the struggle for 
the 8-hour day. And as though to show that 
they recognized the threat to the forces of 
reaction, the Chicago police framed up the 
most militant of the Chicago Anarchists, Par- 
sons, Spies, Lingg, Fielden and others, on a 


charge of throwing a bomb during a protest 
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in the minds of militant workers with the 
great vision of the Chicago Anarchists—of a 
world in which Labour stood forth united and 
asserted the rights of the down-trodden to 
freedom and full development. For years 
May Day was linked with the revolutionary 
anti-militarist struggle which the Anarchists 
haye always waged. For international unity 
between workers requires a common revolu- 
tionary stand against the exploiters of labour 
and the State which supports them. Inter- 
national solidarity demands the ending of all 
wars, the refusal of the workers in one country 
to shoot down their class brothers of another 
country. 
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THE WORLD 


MAY IDA 


fellow men, their fellow workers in other 
countries. For the second time millions have 
been killed under the illusion that freedom 
would thereby be gained. For the second 
time they now face disillusion and bitterness. 

Instead of freedom, millions of the “‘vic- 
torious” find themselves still in uniform, com- 
manded to act as police over the workers of 
the defeated countries. At home the workers 
in overalls find that they have to go on 
strike—not to gain better conditions, but to 
defend their present wage standards and work- 
ing conditions. ‘Liberty’? under employers 
and governments looks even more tarnished 
than it did before the second world war for 
freedom. 


And the politicians, the men who led the 
workers into this lately ended crusade, do 
they now lead us into the Promised Land, 
the new era they promised in 1939 and 1940? 
We look round at the world, and find workers 
starving and dying from starvation; workers 
rising up against oppressive imperialisms and 
being clubbed for it. We see a_ situation 
which even the politicians describe as the 
most serious crisis the world has ever had to 
face. What is worse, we see a social and 
economic structure which cannot make more 
than the most feeble attempts to cope with 
that crisis. We look out on a world in which 
the governments make the mistakes and the 
workers and their families pay for them with 
their lives. 


to destroy “for ever’. Many more have bees 
forcibly evicted from their homes and herde: 
into concentration camps which cannot by an’ 
stretch of the imagination be called shelter 
Their eviction constitutes the same politica 
tyranny which in wartime governments calle: 
fascism. We still call it fascism. 

To feed the starving, to shelter the home 
less is but to respond to the most elementar 
feelings of human solidarity. But the foo 
ean only be grown, the buildings constructe 
by labour—that is, by the working class 
Every day in Europe, in India, in Asia men 
women and children are dying of hunger 
dying of exposure. Every day of  inactio: 
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Sixty years ago the Anarchists in Chicago 
conceived the idea of May Day as a festival 
of Labour, a day on which workers all over 
the world should demonstrate their mutual 
solidarity and also their organized strength by 
refusing to go to work. Instead they would 
hold meetings to inculcate and spread the ideal 
of working class unity and internationalism. 


That was in 1886 during the struggle for 
the 8-hour day. And as though to show that 
they recognized the threat to the forces of 
reaction, the Chicago police framed up the 
most militant of the Chicago Anarchists, Par- 
sons, Spies, Lingg, Fielden and others, on a 
charge of throwing a bomb during a protest 
meeting. That they had nothing to do with 
it was clear from the evidence, but the jury 
was packed, the judge determined to get a con- 
viction. Six of them were condemned to 
death. Their innocence was subsequently ad- 
mitted, when several years later Governor 
Altgeld officially pardoned those of the accused 
who had escaped hanging and had received 
long prison sentences. Altgeld’s enquiry ex- 
posed the whole frame-up and condemned the 
authorities of Chicago as legal murderers. 


For years afterwards May Day was linked 








in the minds of militant workers with the 
great vision of the Chicago Anarchists—of a 
world in which Labour stood forth united and 
asserted the rights of the down-trodden to 
freedom and full development. For years 
May Day was linked with the revolutionary 
anti-militarist struggle which the Anarchists 
have always waged. For international unity 
between workers requires a common revolu- 
tionary stand against the exploiters of labour 
and the State which supports them. Inter- 
national solidarity demands the ending of all 
wars, the refusal of the workers in one country 
to shoot down their class brothers of another 
country. 


That is the message of May Day: Solidarity 
between workers of all lands, and the ending 
of all wars—for ever. 


THE NEED TO-DAY 


Never was that message more needed than 
to-day. Sixty years after the first of Labour’s 
May Days the workers of the world look 
around at the devastation of the second world 
war of our generation. For the second time 
they had been willing to obey their govern- 
ments and answer the call to slaughter their 





Political Police at Work 


Our Near East Correspondent’s Room Searched 


Our correspondent in Egypt writes to inform 
us that while he was away from Egypt recently, 
agents of the S.I.B. (Special Investigation Bureau 
of the British Military) had been making enquir- 
ies for him in various Cairo hotels. Since his 
return, his room has been searched in his 
absence, though it appears that nothing was 
taken. Indeed, the greatest pains were taken to 
conceal the fact that a search had taken place— 
which is not surprising, since searches in the 
absence of the owner are quite illegal. Our 
comrade couples with these enquiries and 
searches the fact that his mail has been myster- 
iously held up and has taken an unduly long 
time to reach him. 

The obvious inference is that the Special 
Branch of Scotland Yard has investigated the 
articles on the Egyptian situation which have 
appeared in Freedom, and have called in the aid 
of police in Egypt. The circulation of our 
paper in Egypt is quite negligible so it is most 
unlikely that the searches were instigated in 
Egypt. It is therefore clear once again that 
political police organizations operate on an inter- 
national scale, assisting one another with infor- 
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great and growing hopeless category classed 

as stateless. 

“Rightly or wrongly, the assumption is that 
they are all in varying degrees a potential 
source of danger and need to be kept under 
observation. The police therefore develop 
their own intelligence service. Thanks to the 
invention of the card-index on a grand scale, 
the record of each is kept up to date, and 
there is a regular exchange between the poli- 
tical and criminal police.” 

We have quoted this extract at some length, 
because of its importance. The development of 
a political police, its card-indexes and own secret 
service, its affiliations abroad—all these things 
used to be looked upon with disgust as the per- 
quisite of the police states, the totalitarian 
nations. They represent the features of the 
hated OVRA, Gestapo, OGPU. But the Times 
now finds the “liberal-minded nations . . . forced 
to adopt the police control system”. Through- 
out the above extract the inevitability of such 
a process is stressed, and although the writer ob- 
viously doesn’t like the trend, it is nowhere 
rejected outright. For the good reason, of 
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in overalls find that they have to go on 
strike—not to gain better conditions, but to 
defend their present wage standards and work- 
ing conditions. ‘Liberty’ under employers 
and governments looks even more tarnished 
than it did before the second world war for 
freedom. 


And the politicians, the men who led the 
workers into this lately ended crusade, do 
they now lead us into the Promised Land, 
the new era they promised in 1939 and 1940? 
We look round at the world, and find workers 
starving and dying from starvation; workers 
rising up against oppressive imperialisms and 
being clubbed for it. We see a_ situation 
which even the politicians describe as_ the 
most serious crisis the world has ever had to 
face. What is worse, we see a social and 
economic structure which cannot make more 
than the most feeble attempts to cope with 
that crisis. We look out on a world in which 
the governments make the mistakes and the 
workers and their families pay for them with 
their lives. 


SOLIDARITY BETWEEN WORLD'S 
WORKERS 


The message of May Day is one of solid- 
arity, of mutual help between men and women 
all over the world, without regard for their 
nationality or the colour of their skin. And 
that is the message which the world is in 
desperate need of to-day. All wealth, all 
commodities are the product of labour applied 
to natural resources. The things that man 
needs are made by the workers, whether those 
things are food, shelter, or clothing. At the 
present moment, according to the admissions 
of the governments, half of the world faces a 
shortage of the most important of these, food. 
Many millions face actual  starvation—in 
Europe, India, China, and South Africa. From 
many of the countries of Europe millions of 
refugees tread the bitter road of exile. Some 
of them are fleeing from the political tyranny 
which the wars (both of them) was supposed 





police, with all the apparatus of spies and agents 
which go with it, are “part of the indispensable 
machinery for the maintence of public order’. 
And “public order” means the present social and 
economic system, against whose injustice and 
ugliness the present unrest is directed. 

Here therefore we have the admission of one 
of the very points on which much of our oppo- 
sition to the war was based. It was not, we 
declared from the outset, a war against fascism, 
but a war which would hasten the general trend 
towards fascism which had been shown political 
developments in Italy, Central Europe, Germany 
and Spain (to say nothing of Russia) in the years 
after the war of 1914 had “made Europe safe 
for democracy”. Exactly the same implication 
underlies the Times’ admissions: the “war to 
make Europe safe from fascism” has, in fact, 
consolidated and extended fascism even to those 
“‘liberal-minded” nations which did not show it 
before the war. 

The fight against fascism has still to be carried 
on; and as before it can only be carried on by 
the peoples against their governments who are 
always the introducers of fascism, and the politi- 
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feelings of human solidarity. But the foo 
can only be grown, the buildings constructe 
by labour—that is, by the working clas 
Every day in Europe, in India, in Asia mex 
women and children are dying of hunge 
dying of exposure. Every day of inactio 
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Industrial Notes 





NO CHANGE 


The latest move in the Labour Government 
giving - with - one - hand - and - taking - awé 
with - the - other policy has been their new de 
for the miners. The hated Essential Works Ord: 
is at last to go, so far as the mines are concerne 
But, and here is the sting in the tail, the gover 
ment are afraid that at least 40,000 men will qu 
the industry immediately, so they propose to kee 
on the Control of Engagements Order, which mea! 
that a miner will be able to transfer from one p 
to another, but cannot leave the industry. As o1 
pit is much the same as the other in the dar 
this is the kind of gift which is no gift at all. 

In case the miners should think themselves t 
free, Shinwell threatens that "consistent slacker 
will be conscripted into the forces—a nice wi 
of making up for the prosecutions which will di 
appear with the EWO. Lawther remains true 
type when he remarks, "We are looking forwa 
with intense pleasure to strong action against 
minority." A typical trade union boss's idea 
democracy! 

@ 
Tho strike of the Barnsley municipal workers ov 
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us that while he was away from Pgypt recentty, 
agents of the S.I.B. (Special Investigation Bureau 
of the British Military) had been making enquir- 
ies for him in various Cairo hotels. Since his 
return, his room has been searched in his 
absence, though it appears that nothing was 
taken. Indeed, the greatest pains were taken to 
conceal the fact that a search had taken place— 
which is not surprising, since searches in the 
absence of the owner are quite illegal. Our 
comrade couples with these enquiries and 
searches the fact that his mail has been myster- 
iously held up and has taken an unduly long 
time to reach him. 

The obvious inference is that the Special 
Branch of Scotland Yard has investigated the 
articles on the Egyptian situation which have 
appeared in Freedom, and have called in the aid 
of police in Egypt. The circulation of our 
paper in Egypt is quite negligible so it is most 
unlikely that the searches were instigated in 
Egypt. It is therefore clear once again that 
political police organizations operate on an inter- 
national scale, assisting one another with infor- 
mation, and also undertaking each other’s dirty 
work when required. 

But there is another ugly side to the business, 
apart from this and the fact that the political 
police are prepared to use illegal methods (secret 
searches) in the course of their work. There has 
been no interference with our comrade person- 
ally, and, as we have remarked, nothing was 
taken. It seems likely therefore that the object 
of the search was not so much to incriminate our 
correspondent, but to try and get the names of 
people in Egypt with whom he was in touch, 
all of them sincere anti-Fascists. No legal case 
could be brought against our comrade, but his 
Egyptian friends could be acted against under 
the fascistic laws which obtain throughout the 
Middle East. This seems to make certain that 
there is complicity between the Special Branch 
(the British Political Police), the S.I.B. and the 
Egyptian Political Police. 


Trend Towards Police States 


This collaboration on an international scale is 
only a part of a trend which has been consoli- 
dating itself for years, but which the “war 
against fascism” has enormously accelerated. A 
recent article in the Times (15/4/46) openly ad- 
mits this trend: 

“|. . it is necessary to remember that since 
the war all the Governments of Europe have 
become more ‘police-minded’ . . . the liberal- 
minded nations have been forced to adopt the 
police control system as part of the indispen- 
sable machinery for the maintenance of public 
order. The need for internal security leads 
to the creation of a political police, and since 
threats to internal security are considered to 
come from abroad it is inevitable that a 
foreign police, or Fremdenpolizei, should fol- 
low. Both are inevitably specialized, since 
their work needs qualifications not usually 
found in the ordinary policeman. It involves 
the surveillance of foreigners, and particularly 
of foreign political associations, of political 
fugitives and refugees, of emigrés, of those 
displaced persons who for various reasons re- 
fuse to return to their homeland, and of the 





as stateless. 

“Rightly or wrongly, the assumption is that 
they are all in varying degrees a potential 
source of danger and need to be kept under 
observation. The police therefore develop 
their own intelligence service. Thanks to the 
invention of the card-index on a grand scale, 
the record of each is kept up to date, and 
there is a regular exchange between the poli- 
tical and criminal police.” 

We have quoted this extract at some length, 
because of its importance. The development of 
a political police, its card-indexes and own secret 
service, its affiliations abroad—all these things 
used to be looked upon with disgust as the per- 
quisite of the police states, the totalitarian 
nations. ‘They represent the features of the 
hated OVRA, Gestapo, OGPU. But the Times 
now finds the “‘liberal-minded nations . . . forced 
to adopt the police control system”. Through- 
out the above extract the inevitability of such 
a process is stressed, and although the writer ob- 
viously doesn’t like the trend, it is nowhere 
rejected outright. For the good reason, of 


course, that an international network of political 


A few months ago we printed extracts from 
letters sent to us from Austria which indicated 
the privations which the Austrian people are 
suffering. Now it is officially announced that 
the situation has taken a catastrophic turn for 
the worse. 


Official rations at the present moment provide 
1,200 calories a day. . But if no further supplies 
reach the country by May 27th—that is in less 
than four weeks time, the population may be 
thrown back on the native resources of Austria, 
which at the present moment, are only capable 
of producing a daily ration of 230 calories. The 
following table may help to make the terrible 
prospect clearer to those who find mere figures 
difficult to follow. 

A man doing heavy work 

requires: 4,000 calories a day 
British Rations 2000S jag Tt 
Present Austrian Ration 1,200 


» 3 ” 

German Ration EOOU Ne si ass) as 

Belsen Rations SOO Tks. Theses 

Rations in Italy GSO erit Serres 
Rations in Austria after 

May 27th 230 ” 999 


The Austrians are therefore faced with a diet of 
less than a tenth of that which many people in 
this country find a slight hardship. The recent 
reduction of the German ration from 1,500 to 
1,000 calories daily has been officially admitted 
to make increased disease and death rates in- 
evitable. The death roll in Austria if only 230 
calories are available will be nothing short of 
catastrophic. 

Col. Hynes, acting chief of the UNRRA mis- 
sion in Austria states that even if food now being 
loaded in the United States were sent, it could 
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which go with if, are “part OF The Mas pensaore 
machinery for the maintence of public order”. 
And “public order” means the present social and 
economic system, against whose injustice and 
ugliness the present unrest is directed. 

Here therefore we have the admission of one 
of the very points on which much of our oppo- 
sition to the war was based. It was not, we 
declared from the outset, a war against fascism, 
but a war which would hasten the general trend 
towards fascism which had been shown political 
developments in Italy, Central Europe, Germany 
and Spain (to say nothing of Russia) in the years 
after the war of 1914 had “made Europe safe 
for democracy”. Exactly the same implication 
underlies the Times’ admissions: the ‘“‘war to 
make Europe safe from fascism” has, in fact, 
consolidated and extended fascism even to those 
“liberal-minded” nations which did not show it 
before the war. 

The fight against fascism has still to be carried 
on; and as before it can only be carried on by 
the peoples against their governments who are 
always the introducers of fascism, and the politi- 
cal police through whom they impose it. 


not cross the ocean and be issued before May 
27th. Col. Hynes gives as the reason why this 
situation should have been allowd to develop, 
the fact that “UNRRA has not been given a 
chance to buy enough food from the supplying 
countries.” 

We have already many times stated our view 
that the solution to the present food shortage 
involves the abandonment of production for 
markets—the capitalist mode of production— 
and the substitution of production for human 
needs, which requires the break-up of the whole 
system of buying and selling, of money, and of 
the” conception of exchanges of goods only on 
some scale of equivalent values. A radical solu- 
tion is only possible if capitalism is abandoned. 
But it is encouraging to hear as we go to press 
that the urgency of the situation has at least 
galvanised the Allies into some sort of emergency 
measures. In response to Col. John Hynes call 
to divert food now on the high seas, an American 
ship carrying 8,000 tons of grain has been di- 
verted by radio and will now put into a German 
port. It is stated that within the next 48 hours 
(i.e. from 30/4/46) other ships on their way to 
Britain will have their cargoes similarly diverted 
to Austria. 


Grave Situation In Italy 

16,785 tons have been diverted to Italy as 
part of the 60,000 tons which Britain is sending 
to Italy for UNRRA, where the situation is des- 
perate and the official ration only 650 calories a 
day. We print elsewhere in this issue an article 
by Dwight Macdonald which gives some facts 
on the complete disorganization of world food 
supplies by the Allied Governments. It is wel- 
come news to hear that the Australian govern- 


giving - with ~ one ~ hand ~ and ~ taking ~ ay 
with - the - other policy has been their new d 
for the miners. The hated Essential Works Ori 
is at last to go, so far as the mines are concern 
But, and here is the sting in the tail, the gove 
ment are afraid that at least 40,000 men will « 
the industry immediately, so they propose to ke 
on the Control of Engagements Order, which me 
that a miner will be able to transfer from one 
to another, but cannot leave the industry. As | 
pit is much the same as the other in the di 
this is the kind of gift which is no gift at all 
In case the miners should think themselves 
free, Shinwell threatens that "'consistent slacke 
will be conscripted into the forces—a nice \ 
of making up for the prosecutions which will | 
appear with the EWO. Lawther remains true 
type when he remarks, "We are looking forw 
with intense pleasure to strong action against 
minority." A typical trade union boss's idea 
democracy! 
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The strike of the Barnsley municipal workers ¢ 
the 6/l0d. cut in their wages (cadet by 


ment is sending 15,000,000 bushels of wheat 
India as an emergency measure. 
Misgivings 

It is impossible not to feel some relief | 
at least some recognition of the urgency of 
situation has filtered into the minds of gov 
ments, and that some at least who were thr 
ened with extinction through starvation h 
received a temporary reprieve. But, if om 
practical, one must recognize that the measi 
taken are far too half-hearted, and do not ne: 
represent a radical solution to the hideous pr 
lem of contemporary famine. We must 
allow governments to use these small diversi 
to allay public indignation at the plight wl 
the Allies have allowed the peoples of the wi 
to fall into. 

And our feelings of temporary relief 
heavily tempered with misgivings of ano! 
kind. Food relief was used by the Hoover 
lief Commission after the last war as a polit 
weapon against revolutionary tendencies in 
populations of Europe. We do not doubt | 
the field workers of UNRRA are sincere 
devoted men who are driven to despair by 
gap between what is needed and what they 
able to supply. But we are afraid that the ¢ 
culties of UNRRA are not simply material d 
of supply; UNRRA can be used by the Al 
governments in just the same political way 
was the Hoover Commission. We are by 
means reassured by Hoover’s reappearance. — 
by ex-Mayor La Guardia’s assumption of Di 
tor of UNRRA. The Municipal party pol 
of New York are not a very promising scl 
for a position which deals with the human n 
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in the minds of militant workers with the 
reat vision of the Chicago Anarchists—of a 
world in which Labour stood forth united and 
asserted the rights of the down-trodden to 
freedom and full development. For years 
May Day was linked with the revolutionary 
anti-militarist struggle which the Anarchists 


have always waged. For international unity 
between workers requires a common revolu- 
tionary stand against the exploiters of labour 
and the State which supports them. Inter- 
national solidarity demands the ending of all 
wars, the refusal of the workers in one country 
to shoot down their class brothers of another 
country. 


That ia the messade of May Davy: Solidarity 


THE WORLD NEEDS 
MAY DAY 


fellow men, their fellow workers in other 
countries. For the second time millions have 
been killed under the illusion that freedom 
would thereby be gained. For the second 
time they now face disillusion and bitterness. 

Instead of freedom, millions of the ‘‘vic- 
torious” find themselves still in uniform, com- 
manded to act as police over the workers of 
the defeated countries. At home the workers 
in overalls find that they have to go on 
strike—not to gain better conditions, but to 
defend their present wage standards and work- 
ing conditions. “Liberty”? under employers 
and goyernments looks even more tarnished 
than it did before the second world war for 
freedom. 


And the politicians, the men who led the 
workers into this lately ended crusade, do 
they now lead us into the Promised Land, 
the new era they promised in 1939 and 1940? 
We look round at the world, and find workers 
starving and dying from starvation; workers 
rising up against oppressive imperialisms and 
being clubbed for it. We see a_ situation 
which even the politicians describe as the 
most serious crisis the world has ever had to 
face. What is worse, we see a social and 
economic structure which cannot make more 
than the most feeble attempts to cope with 
that crisis. We look out on a world in which 
the governments make the mistakes and the 
workers and their families pay for them with 
their lives. 


to destroy ‘*for ever’. Many more have been 
forcibly evicted from their homes and herded 
into concentration camps which cannot by any 
stretch of the imagination be called shelter. 
Their eviction constitutes the same political 
tyranny which in wartime governments called 
fascism. We still call it fascism. 

To feed the starving, to shelter the home- 
less is but to respond to the most elementary 
feelings of human solidarity. But the food 
can only be grown, the buildings constructed 
by labour—that is, by the working class. 
Every day in Europe, in India, in Asia men, 
women and children are dying of hunger, 
dying of exposure. Every day of inaction 


i 


means more deaths, more pain, more bitter- 
ness. Are we to wait till the capitalist system 
can see a way to provide the food and houses 
and make a profit out of it before the workers 
apply their labour to natural resources and 
produce these desperately needed commodi- 
ties? 

If the message of May Day has any mean- 
ing for workers to-day, they will not stand by 
while their fellow workers in other lands are 
dying for lack of commodities which only 
labour can supply. They will stand together 
and scize the factories and the land which are 
necessary for them to relieye worker’s suffer- 
ing in the world to-day. 
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| the minds of militant workers with the 
‘eat vision of the Chicago Anarchists—of a 
orld in which Labour stood forth united and 
erted the rights of the down-trodden to 
ecdom and full development. For years 
lay Day was linked with the revolutionary 
iti-militarist struggle which the Anarchists 
ive always waged. For international unity 
‘tween workers requires a common revolu- 
onary stand against the exploiters of labour 
id the State which supports them. Inter- 
itional solidarity demands the ending of all 
ars, the refusal of the workers in one country 
shoot down their class brothers of another 
untry. 


That is the message of May Day: Solidarity 
tween workers of all lands, and the ending 
all wars—for ever. 


THE NEED TO-DAY 
Never was that message more needed than 
-day. Sixty years after the first of Labour’s 
ay Days the workers of the world look 
ound at the devastation of the second world 
ar of our generation. For the second time 
ey had been willing to obey their govern- 
ents and answer the call to slaughter their 
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great and growing hopeless category classed 
as stateless. 

“Rightly or wrongly, the assumption is that 
they are all in varying degrees a potential 
source of danger and need to be kept under 
observation. The police therefore develop 
their own intelligence service. Thanks to the 
invention of the card-index on a grand scale, 
the record of each is kept up to date, and 
there is a regular exchange between the poli- 
tical and criminal police.” 

We have quoted this extract at some length, 
‘cause of its importance. ‘The development of 
political police, its card-indexes and own secret 
‘vice, its affiliations abroad—all these things 
sed to be looked upon with disgust as the per- 
uisite of the police states, the totalitarian 
ations, They represent the features of the 
nied OVRA, Gestapo, OGPU, But the Times 


been killed under the illusion that freedom 
would thereby be gained. For the second 
time they now face disillusion and bitterness. 

Instead of freedom, millions of the “‘vic- 
torious” find themselves still in uniform, com- 
manded to act as police over the workers of 
the defeated countries. At home the workers 
in overalls find that they have to go on 
strike—not to gain better conditions, but to 
defend their present wage standards and work- 
ing conditions. ‘‘Liberty’? under employers 
and governments looks even more tarnished 
than it did before the second world war for 
freedom. 


And the politicians, the men who led the 
workers into this lately ended crusade, do 
they now lead us into the Promised Land, 
the new era they promised in 1939 and 1940? 
We look round at the world, and find workers 
starving and dying from starvation; workers 
rising up against oppressive imperialisms and 
being clubbed for it. We see a situation 
which eyen the politicians describe as the 
most serious crisis the world has ever had to 
face. What is worse, we see a social and 
economic structure which cannot make more 
than the most feeble attempts to cope with 
that crisis. We look out on a world in which 
the governments make the mistakes and the 
workers and their families pay for them with 
their lives. 


SOLIDARITY BETWEEN WORLD'S 
WORKERS 


The message of May Day is one of solid- 
arity, of mutual help between men and women 
all over the world, without regard for their 
nationality or the colour of their skin. And 
that is the message which the world is in 
desperate need of to-day. All wealth, all 
commodities are the product of labour applied 
to natural resources. The things that man 
needs are made by the workers, whether those 
things are food, shelter, or clothing. At the 
present moment, according to the admissions 
of the governments, half of the world faces a 
shortage of the most important of these, food. 
Many millions face actual starvation—in 
Europe, India, China, and South Africa. From 
many of the countries of Europe millions of 
refugees tread the bitter road of exile. Some 
of them are fleeing from the political tyranny 
which the wars (both of them) was supposed 





police, with all the apparatus of spies and agents 
which go with it, are “part of the indispensable 
machinery for the maintence of public order’. 
And “public order” means the present social and 
economic system, against whose injustice and 
ugliness the present unrest is directed. 

Here therefore we have the admission of one 
of the very points on which much of our oppo- 
sition to the war was based. It was not, we 
declared from the outset, a war against fascism, 
but a war which would hasten the general trend 
towards fascism which had been shown political 
developments in Italy, Central Europe, Germany 
and Spain (to say nothing of Russia) in the years 
after the war of 1914 had “made Europe safe 
for democracy”. Exactly the same implication 
underlies the Times’ admissions: the “war to 
make Europe safe from fascism” has, in fact, 
consolidated and extended fascism even to those 


into concentration camps which cannot by any 
stretch of the imagination be called shelter. 
Their eviction constitutes the same _ political 
tyranny which in wartime governments called 
fascism. We still call it fascism. 

To feed the starving, to shelter the home- 
less is but to respond to the most elementary 
feelings of human solidarity. But the food 
ean only be grown, the buildings constructed 
by labour—that is, by the working class. 
Every day in Europe, in India, in Asia men, 
women and children are dying of hunger, 
dying of exposure. Every day of inaction 
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can see a way to provide the food and houses 
and make a profit out of it before the workers 
apply their labour to natural resources and 
produce these desperately needed commodi- 
ties? 

If the message of May Day has any mean- 
ing for workers to-day, they will not stand by 
while their fellow workers in other lands are 
dying for lack of commodities which only 
labour can supply. They will stand together 
and seize the factories and the land which are 
necessary for them to relieve worker’s suffer- 
ing in the world to-day. 


NO CHANGE FOR MINERS 


The latest move in the Labour Government's 
giving - with - one - hand - and - taking - away 
with - the - other policy has been their new deal 
for the miners. The hated Essential Works Order 
is at last to go, so far as the mines are concerned. 
But, and here is the sting in the tail, the govern- 
ment are afraid that at least 40,000 men will quit 
the industry immediately, so they propose to keep 
on the Control of Engagements Order, which means 
that a miner will be able to transfer from one pit 
to another, but cannot leave the industry. As one 
pit is much the same as the other in the dark, 
this is the kind of gift which is no gift at all. 

In case the miners should think themselves too 
free, Shinwell threatens that "consistent slackers" 
will be conscripted into the forces—a nice way 
of making up for the prosecutions which will dis- 
appear with the EWO, Lawther remains true to 


taking away by the Corporation of a 10 per cent. 
addition to the joint industrial council wages scales 
which it has been paying for some years) has 
caused some pleasant situations in which the muni- 
cipal bosses have been forced to do a little hard 
work for once to justify their own assured salaries. 
The superintendent of the cemetary had to fill 
some graves, the market superintendent had to 
sweep up the market place and load the refuse 
into a cart, the workhouse master had to do some 
washing, and the hospital matron had to cook 
meals....The workers on strike have enjoyed the 
situation. 

Meanwhile, it is interesting to note that this 
dispute has arisen under a Labour council, which 


has so far refused to make any statement on the 
matter, 
e 
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“Rightly or wrongly, the assumption is that 
they are all in varying degrees a potential 
source of danger and need to be kept under 
observation. The police therefore develop 
their own intelligence service. Thanks to the 
invention of the card-index on a grand scale, 
the record of each is kept up to date, and 
there is a regular exchange between the poli- 
tical and criminal police.” 

We have quoted this extract at some length, 
because of its importance. The development of 
a political police, its card-indexes and own secret 
service, its affiliations abroad—all these things 
used to be looked upon with disgust as the per- 
quisite of the police states, the totalitarian 
nations. They represent the features of the 
hated OVRA, Gestapo, OGPU. But the Times 
now finds the “liberal-minded nations . . . forced 
to adopt the police control system”. Through- 
out the above extract the inevitability of such 
4 process is stressed, and although the writer ob- 
viously doesn’t like the trend, it is nowhere 
rejected outright. For the good reason, of 
course, that an international network of political 
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machinery for the maintence of public order’. 
And “public order” means the present social and 
economic system, against whose injustice and 
ugliness the present unrest is directed. 

Here therefore we have the admission of one 
of the very points on which much of our oppo- 
sition to the war was based. It was not, we 
declared from the outset, a war against fascism, 
but a war which would hasten the general trend 
towards fascism which had been shown political 
developments in Italy, Central Europe, Germany 
and Spain (to say nothing of Russia) in the years 
after the war of 1914 had “made Europe safe 
for democracy’. Exactly the same implication 
underlies the Times’ admissions: the ‘“‘war to 
make Europe safe from fascism” has, in fact, 
consolidated and extended fascism even to those 
“‘liberal-minded” nations which did not show it 
before the war. 

The fight against fascism has still to be carried 
on; and as before it can only be carried on by 
the peoples against their governments who are 
always the introducers of fascism, and the politi- 
cal police through whom they impose it. 


giving - with - one - hand - and - taking - away 
with - the - other policy has been their new deal 
for the miners. The hated Essential Works Order 
is at last to go, so far as the mines are concerned. 
But, and here is the sting in the tail, the govern- 
ment are afraid that at least 40,000 men will quit 
the industry immediately, so they propose to keep 
on the Control of Engagements Order, which means 
that a miner will be able to transfer from one pit 
to another, but cannot leave the industry. As one 
pit is much the same as the other in the dark, 
this is the kind of gift which is no gift at all. 

In case the miners should think themselves too 
free, Shinwell threatens that "consistent slackers" 
will be conscripted into the forces—a nice way 
of making up for the prosecutions which will dis- 
appear with the EWO. Lawther remains true to 
type when he remarks, ‘We are looking forward 
with intense pleasure to strong action against the 
minority." A typical trade union boss's idea of 
democracy! 
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The strike of the Barnsley municipal workers over 
the 6/l0d. cut in their wages tealited by the 
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AUSTRIA FACES FAMINE 


A few months ago we printed extracts from 
letters sent to us from Austria which indicated 
the privations which the Austrian people are 
suffering. Now it is officially announced that 
the situation has taken a catastrophic turn for 
the worse. 


Official rations at the present moment provide 
1,200 calories a day. . But if no further supplies 
reach the country by May 27th—that is in less 
than four weeks time, the population may be 
thrown back on the native resources of Austria, 
which at the present moment, are only capable 
of producing a daily ration of 230 calories.. The 
following table may help to make the terrible 
prospect clearer to those who find mere figures 
difficult to follow. 

A man doing heavy work 


requires: 4,000 calories a day 
British Rations ZO00ass Wh 53 
Present Austrian Ration 1,200 4, 4, 45 
German Ration L000 > os 9 
Belsen Rations SOO. TGs” 15 sactts 
Rations in Italy G50" 3503 tyitiss 
Rations in Austria after 

May 27th 230 ” FY Wee, 


The Austrians are therefore faced with a diet of 
less than a tenth of that which many people in 
this country find a slight hardship. The recent 
reduction of the German ration from 1,500 to 
1,000 calories daily has been officially admitted 
to make increased disease and death rates in- 
evitable. The death roll in Austria if only 230 
calories are available will be nothing short of 
catastrophic. 

Col. Hynes, acting chief of the UNRRA mis- 
sion in Austria states that even if food now being 
loaded in the United States were sent, it could 


not cross the ocean and be issued before May 
27th. Col. Hynes gives as the reason why this 
situation should have been allowd to develop, 
the fact that “UNRRA has not been given a 
chance to buy enough food from the supplying 
countries.” 

We have already many times stated our view 
that the solution to the present food shortage 
involves the abandonment of production for 
markets—the capitalist mode of production— 
and the substitution of production for human 
needs, which requires the break-up of the whole 
system of buying and selling, of money, and of 
the” conception of exchanges of goods only on 
some scale of equivalent values. A radical solu- 
tion is only possible if capitalism is abandoned. 
But it is encouraging to hear as we go to press 
that the urgency of the situation has at least 
galvanised the Allies into some sort of emergency 
measures. In response to Col. John Hynes call 
to divert food now on the high seas, an American 
ship carrying 8,000 tons of grain has been di- 
verted by radio and will now put into a German 
port. It is stated that within the next 48 hours 
(i.e. from 30/4/46) other ships on their way to 
Britain will have their cargoes similarly diverted 
to Austria. 


Grave Situation In Italy 

16,785 tons have been diverted to Italy as 
part of the 60,000 tons which Britain is sending 
to Italy for UNRRA, where the situation is des- 
perate and the official ration only 650 calories a 
day. We print elsewhere in this issue an article 
by Dwight Macdonald which gives some facts 
on the complete disorganization of world food 
supplies by the Allied Governments. It is wel- 
come news to hear that the Australian govern- 


ment is sending 15,000,000 bushels of wheat to 
India as an emergency measure. 
Misgivings 
It is impossible not to feel some relief that 
at least some recognition of the urgency of the 
situation has filtered into the minds of govern- 
ments, and that some at least who were threat- 
ened with extinction through starvation have 
received a temporary reprieve. But, if one is 
practical, one must recognize that the measures 
taken are far too half-hearted, and do not nearly 
represent a radical solution to the hideous prob- 
lem of contemporary famine. We must not 
allow governments to use these small diversions 
to allay public indignation at the plight which 
the Allies have allowed the peoples of the world 
to fall into. 
And our feelings of temporary relief are 


-heavily tempered with misgivings of another 


kind. Food relief was used by the Hoover Re- 
lief Commission after the last war as a political 
weapon against revolutionary tendencies in the 
populations of Europe. We do not doubt that 
the field workers of UNRRA are sincere and 
devoted men who are driven to despair by the 
gap between what is needed and what they are 
able to supply. But we are afraid that the diffi- 
culties of UNRRA are not simply material diffi- 
of supply; UNRRA can be used by the Allied 
governments in just the same political way as 
was the Hoover Commission. We are by no 
means reassured by Hoover’s reappearance. Nor 
by ex-Mayor La Guardia’s assumption of Direc- 
tor of UNRRA. The Municipal party politics 
of New York are not a very promising school 
for a position which deals with the Auman needs 


’ of thousands, nay millions, of starving people. 
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addition to the joint industrial council wages scales 
which it has been paying for some years) has 
caused some pleasant situations in which the muni- 
cipal bosses have been forced to do a little hard 
work for once to justify their own assured salaries. 
The superintendent of the cemetary had to fill 
some graves, the market superintendent had to 
sweep up the market place and load the refuse 
into a cart, the workhouse master had to do some 
washing, and the hospital matron had to cook 
meals....The workers on strike have enjoyed the 
situation. 

Meanwhile, it is interesting to note that this 
dispute has arisen under a Labour council, which 
has so far refused to make any statement on the 
matter, 


A constructive contribution of the workers to- 
wards the feeding of starving Europe was made 
by the sailors of the P, & O. liner "Rimutaka", 
who, after a number of complaints that ships have 
been leaving Australia with food space to spare, 
refused to allow the ship to sail unless she loaded 
a full cargo of food. The crew claim that the ship 
was being rushed away in order to get influential 
people back to England, and that a Rolls Royce 
car was actually shipped in the refrigerator space. 

This is a good example of the kind of direct 
action by which the workers can apply pressure to 
the governments to bring them to send food in 
adequate quantities to the peoples of starving 
countries....If the farm workers, sailors, railway 
workers and dock workers acted in this way through- 
out the world, there would soon be a much fairer 
distribution of food Bish obets at present, 


The feeding of Sydney has been thrown into 
chaos by the irresponsibility of the slaughter-house 
owners, who sacked two men for taking an extra 
five minutes off for a smoke. With the fine solid- 
arity which the Australian workers have shown 
recently, all the Sydney slaughter-house men have 
come out on strike, and if the bosses do not give 
in quickly, the whole New South Wales meat indus- 
try will be paralysed. The usual cries of "wicked 
strikers’ have gone up, but the question should 
be asked who is really at fault, the employers who 
sack a man for five minutes, or his comrades who 
stand beside him in full gitenhy? 


Once again we must insist that, while we support 
most strikes, we cannot see any justification for 
the kind of strike by which a majority of the 
workers try to get another worker the sack because 
he will not do as they want and join the union. 
Recently Lagonda workers went on strike because 
a non-union man was employed in the tool shop, 
threatened to strike unless the management forced 
twelve men to join the union. Real workers’ 
solidarity can only be based on voluntary agree- 
ment, and a man who is forced into a union under ° 
threat of the sack is not going to prove a very 
enthusiastic participant. There is a tendency to- 
wards majority tyranny which is just as bad as 
minority tyranny, and which shows up too often 
among the rank and file of the unions. No work- 
ing class movement will ever bring freedom unless 
it is wise enough to avoid developing the collective 
mind which hates all dissent. 


(continued on p. 4) 
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PROUDHON: “THE FIRST ANARCHIST’ | Agin the ¢ 


MARY of the ideas which Proudhon put for- 
ward, many of the opinions he expressed 
on contemporary events, will not be shared by 
the majority of anarchists to-day. Nor, although 
he was the first man to pride himself on the 
name of ‘anarchist’, was he the originator of the 
doctrine of anarchism, for Godwin, Winstanley 
and many others had already taught it before 
his day. Nevertheless, Proudhon is a man we 
cannot ignore, and his writings, even if they are 
somewhat tediously introduced, are still well 
worth reading, both for their vigorous criticism 
of the political events of his time and for those 
passages in which some of the leading doctrines 
of anarchism are expressed with a concise fresh- 
ness and force which has rarely been equalled 
by our other theoreticians. Nor is his life with- 
out interest, or, for that matter, without its own 
particular heroism. 


Proudhon differed from most of the great revo- 
lutionary figures of the nineteenth century by 
springing directly from the working class. By 
birth and consciousness, he was a man of the 
people, and his youth brought a bitter experience 
of working class poverty that was to influence 
profoundly the whole course of his life. 


He came of a Burgundian peasant family, and 
was born on the outskirts of Besancon. His 
father and mother were both workers in a brew- 
ery, which was destroyed in the siege of the city 
in 1814. Afterwards his father set up on his 
own account, first as a cooper and then as a 
brewer in a very small way, but at neither busi- 
ness was he successful, because, according to 
Proudhon, he was honest in his business deal- 
ings and consequently could not win in the 
dishonest competition of the capitalist world. 
Whatever may have been the cause, the Proud- 
hon family was always without money, and 
young Pierre Jean never knew anything better 
than a hungry and squalid home. 


At the age of eight he was herding cattle in 
the foothills of the Jura and helping with house- 
work. Very soon he began to develop a thirst 
for learning, but he did not have any regular 
schooling until he was twelve. Then he atten- 
ded the high school at Besangon. His life there 
was not particularly happy, for poverty forced 
him to go to school in wooden sabots and ragged 
clothes, at which the other boys did not fail 
to jibe. Nevertheless, he persisted with his 
studies, supplementing his schoolwork with read- 
ing in the town library. He gained continued 
success in his school until one day, when he _was 
eighteen, he returned home loaded with prizes, 
to find his family in a state of acute crisis, with 
neither food, nor money, nor the immediate 
prospect of righting their fortunes. It was 
obvious that they could not continue to educate 
him, and he left school and became an appren- 
tice in a printing shop. 


and brought up in the working class, belonging 
to it still, to-day, and for ever, by feelings, in- 
tellect and habits, and, above all, by the com- 
munity of interests and wishes,” and announced 
his intention of working by every means towards 
the complete emancipation of his fellows. 


He went to Paris to study, and it was three 
years later in 1840, that he produced his first 
work of social study, ‘“What is Property?” This 
book opened with a statement which was start- 
ling to the people of that age. 


“If I were asked to answer the following 
question, What is slavery? and I should 
answer in one word, Murder, my meaning 
would be understood at once. No extended 
argument would be required to show that the 
power to take from a man his thought, his 
will, his personality, is a power of life and 
death; and that to enslave a man is to kill 
him. Why, then, to this other question: 
What is property? may I not likewise answer, 
It is theft, without the certainty of being 
misunderstood, the second proposition being 
no other than a transformation of the first?” 
In reality, Proudhon’s dictum “Property is 

theft”, was neither so new nor so revolutionary 
as it seemed to his contemporaries. It had al- 
ready been uttered during the French Revolution 
by the Girondin Brissot, and it meant what God- 
win, who held similar ideas, called “accumulated 
property”. What both Godwin and Proudhon 
were against was the concentration of property 
in a few hands and, in particular, the use of 
property to obtain interest or an income for 
which no work was performed. They both 
hoped to gain equality of property rather than 
abolition of property as such, and envisaged a 
society based on peasants and artisans control- 
ling individually their own means of production, 
with those few social functions which could not 
then be managed thus, controlled by associations 
of workers for that purpose. This is a view 
which is shared by few modern anarchists, but 
for the early days of the industrial revolution in 
which Proudhon lived and worked it was not 
entirely so ridiculous a theory as it may appear 
to us to-day. 


The government considered prosecuting 
Proudhon for his essay and were only dissuaded 
by an economist, Blanqui (apparently unrelated 
to the more famous conspiratorial Jacobin of the 
same name), who stated that in his opinion 
Proudhon was a sincere scholar. Proudhon fur- 
ther elaborated his ideas in a second pamphlet, 
dedicated to Blanqui, and then, in 1842, pro- 
duced a third essay, in which he attacked pro- 
perty owners with great rigour. This time he 
was prosecuted at Besancon, but conducted his 
case with such ability that the jury acquitted 
him. 


dencies, which he foresaw clearly would end in 
defeat for the revolution and misery for the 
workers, as in fact happened in 1848. Nor was 
he any more sympathetic to the ‘socialist? camp 
of the time, and attacked the community theories 
of Saint Simon, Fourier and Cabet, because he 
saw that their tendency was always to interfere 
with individual freedom of development. 

He declined to become a professional agitator, 


and lived precariously by ghost-writing and 
working for a river-carriage company. Almost 
isolated at first among the left, he evolved his 
own logical view of the necessity for the literal 
realisation of the three great principles of 1789, 
liberty, equality and fraternity. He foresaw that 
so long as the present fabric of government 
lasted, so long as the revolutionary movement 
was dominated by authoritarian tendencies, it 
would achieve nothing. He based his own idea 
of social change on the maximum liberty of the 
individual, and demanded the abolition of all 
institutions, such as the state, which interfered 
with this freedom. In “The Philosophy of 
Poverty”, published in 1846, he declared himself 
an anarchist, and adopted the motto “Destroy 
and rebuild”, which two years later was changed 
by Bakunin, by then a disciple of Proudhon, 
into his famous dictum, “The urge to destroy 
is also a creative urge.” 


Proudhon’s ideas made him unpopular with 
political agitators, and among the attacks made 
on him was Marx’s “Poverty of Philosophy”. 
Undoubtedly, Marx’s attack had a certain basis 
in personal spite and jealousy over Proudhon’s 
better reputation in radical circles as a writer 
on economic subjects, but we cannot ignore the 
fact that, in spite of a slight adherence to Hegel- 
ianism which they had in common, the ideas of 
Proudhon and Marx signified a fundamental 
split between moral and material views of 
history and society, between the almost religious 
attitude towards freedom and mutual trust of the 
anarchist and the unprincipled expediency of the 
political strategist. 


When the revolution broke out in February, 
1848, Proudhon placed his printing knowledge 
at the disposal of the insurrection, but he re- 
mained sceptical as to the eventual result of this 
easy political triumph. On the day after the 
rising he alone saw clearly that the revolution 
was chaotic in its lack of any positive vision. 
“It must be given a diréction,” he said, “and 
already I see it perishing in a flood of speeches”. 
His intuition was all too fully justified. 


But the revolution at least brought him the 
means of expressing his own views to the 


» people, and on the third day of the revolution 


a group of friends offered to provide paper and 
money to start a newspaper. He founded The 
Representative of the People, and rapidly gained 








A Memoir of Han 


ANNA SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON 

died at her home in Rathmines, a Dub- 
lin suburb, on Easter Saturday of this year 
almost thirty years to the day after th 
murder of her pacifist husband by th 
English officer, Captain Bowen Colthurst at 
Portobello Barracks. Mrs. Skeffington ha: 
told the story herself in a little booklet 
British Imperialism in Ireland, and Sit 
Francis Vane, a fellow officer of Colthurst’s 
told it in a book entitled Agin the Govern- 
ments. Vane, for his pains, was dismissed 
the service after giving evidence at the 
Simon Commission of inquiry into the mur- 
der; Colthurst was court-martialled anc 
found guilty but insane. He was sent tc 
Broadmoor but released after two years 


Mrs. Skeffington’s whole life as feminist 
socialist, republican, was ‘agin the govern- 
ments’. She has been described as a paci- 
fist because she opposed Irish participation 
in England’s wars, but she was never 4 
pacifist—indeed she had always the fight- 
ing revolutionary’s mistrust of pacifists! 
She often mildly rebuked my impatience of 
feminism, but my pacifism she simply coul¢ 
not believe in. She has also been quoted 
as a supporter of the U.S.S.R., which she 
was in the beginning, as many of us were— 
Emma Goldman, for one, hailed the Octo- 
ber Revolution with eagerness and joy. O} 
Emma’s subsequent disillusion we all know. 
Hanna Sheehy Skeffington was slower in 
coming to the inevitable disillusion, but she 
most certainly came to it. She developed 
a very strong dislike of Stalinism. The last 
time I saw her, in January of this year, 
when we were discussing the British Labour 
Party and its so-called socialism, she said 
to me, “It’s the old story of power corrupt- 
ing (she had no use for De Valera, whom 
she considered power had utterly corrupted) 
and I come more and more to your anar 
chist point of view.” 

Emma Goldman had a tremendous affec- 
tion and admiration for Hanna Sheehy 
Skeflington, and it was through Emma that 
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ing in the town library. He gained continued 
success in his school until one day, when he was 
eighteen, he returned home loaded with prizes, 
to find his family in a state of acute crisis, with 
neither food, nor money, nor the immediate 
prospect of righting their fortunes. It was 
obvious that they could not continue to educate 
him, and he left school and became an appren- 
tice in a printing shop. 

His work gave him the opportunity, not only 
to learn his trade, but also to extend his studies 
by learning Latin, Hebrew and theology. He 
failed as a printer, when he tried to set up a 
small business of his own, but he became a 
competent scholar, and his first published work 
was a somewhat abstruse philological essay. 


Yet even then he was not immersed in scho- 
larship to the exclusion of deeper social issues, 
and when, in 1837, he applied for a pension 
offered by the Besancon academy for aspirants 
to a learned career, he declared himself, “Born 





Letter to the Editors 
“| THE CALTABIANO CASE 


‘THe EDITOR, 
Dear Comrades, 

I have at last obtained a copy of the docu- 
ments relating to my certification. Here are the 
ground on which Ernest Weightman Dunkley, 
medical practitioner at St. Pancras Hospital, 
formed his conclusion that I was a “person of 
unsound mind.” 

“(a) He is excited in manner. He says that 
the British police are Fascists and that Fasc- 
ism originated in Britain, not in Italy; Because 
the police are Fascists they persecute him and 
put him in prison every Sunday. He also talks 
about ‘a magistrate robbing Indians’. It is 
impossible to conduct a coherent sensible con- 
versation with him. 
“(b) Patrick McHugh, Superintendent Nurse, 
St. Pancras Hospital says that Adolpho Calta- 
biano is wildly excited at times. He is 
argumentative and enters into long rambling 
disconnected statements. He accuses the 
magistrate of harming the Indians. He is 
completely lacking in insight. He resents 
being questioned and it is impossible to have 
any coherent conversation with him.” 

So, because a professional psychiatrist and a 
lady magistrate have not yet read “Guilty Men” 
by Michael Foot (“Cassius”), a British citizen 
and an M.P., and because they are satisfied 
with whatever system assures them their material 
well-being, they were unable to understand the 
natural reaction of an anti-Fascist who had 
suffered fifteen years of political persecution at 
the hands of Fascists of all countries. These 
two persons were, on the other hand, perfectly 
able to state without any hesitation that I was 
a “person of unsound mind.” 

And now, what are the chances of my exercis- 
ing my profession of sea-captain? 

Yours fraternally, 
ADOLFO CALTABIANO. 
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same name), who stated that in his opinion 
Proudhon was a sincere scholar. Proudhon fur- 
ther elaborated his ideas in a second pamphlet, 
dedicated to Blanqui, and then, in 1842, pro- 
duced a third essay, in which he attacked pro- 
perty owners with great rigour. This time he 
was prosecuted at Besancon, but conducted his 
case with such ability that the jury acquitted 
him. 

Proudhon’s writings and his prosecution gave 
him a certain fame among the writers of the 
left wing. But he found himself very much 
detached from the Jacobin orthodoxy of the 
time and its extreme Blanquist wing. As early 
as 1840 he had made an attack on their roman- 
tic visions of 1789, and their authoritarian ten- 


“it must be given a direction,” he said, “and 
already I see it perishing in a flood of speeches’. 
His intuition was all too fully justified. 

But the revolution at least brought him the 
means of expressing his own views to the 


» people, and on the third day of the revolution 


a group of friends offered to provide paper and 
money to start a newspaper. He founded The 
Representative of the People, and rapidly gained 
support by his “mutualist” teachings of a social 
system based on contract rather than force, and 
by his independent criticism of the political 
situation. The circulation of his newspaper rose 
to 60,000, and even to 100,000 for particularly 


sensational issues. 
GEORGE WOODCOCK, 
(To be continued), 
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MANKIND 


S° far, it has been outlined, briefly, how the principal States 

demonstrate, by their activities, that not only do they fail 
to serve, as is being claimed for them, in being protectors of 
human life and welfare, but on the contrary, display a most 
brutal and total disregard for both. 

This evil role of the State becomes even more dramatically 
apparent whenever its real, but invisible, masters who control 
economic life, find it expedient as well as most profitable, to 
have their errand lackeys declare wars of people against people. 

Thus one finds the so-called ‘“‘democratic” States hiding 
behind the cowardly and dishonest shield that World War I. 
was, “to end all wars and make the world safe for democracy,” 
and World War II. was once more intended to “end all wars 
and destroy fascism and nazism’”’. 

World War II. proved how lying were the claims made 
for the aims of World War I. 

And the “Victorious” allied powers in World War II. 
didn’t keep anyone waiting long in order to realize how equally 
false were the claims for waging this second World war. 

In Italy, the British Empire did its best, as it is still doing, 
to retain the monarchy that prevailed under fascism. In Greece, 
supposedly its “ally” of but yesterday ,the same British Empire 
has engineered bloody pogroms against the people of Greece 
in order to force them to continue the old pre-war totalitarian 
régime. In Germany, the allied victors picked out the nazis 
for the leading governmental posts. 

The counter-revolutionary bloody activities of the Dutch, 
French, British and U.S. Government’s military forces against 
all colonial subjects that has already been pointed out herein— 
but completes the picture of the duplicity revealed by the 
“democratic” States in their claim to hold any regard for human 
life and well-being—as far as these constituted part of the 
claims in waging World War II. 

This though, is but only a small part of the criminal record 
of the State, in particular—the “democratic” ones. 

World War II. furnishes a most amazing series of crimes 
that every State alike, involved in it, had perpetrated against the 
interests and welfare of the very peoples over whom they reign, 
supposedly as the latter’s “servants”. 

The State propaganda, grinding out poisonous hate and 
distrust by means of “atrocities” of the “enemy” is only too 
well known. For, without such a lying propaganda machine, 
no wars could be carried on for long, if at all. - 

But, it is not with this criminal phase of the State’s evil 
role in war time that mankind is being confronted with now. 

At the very same time that the “Four Freedoms” Alliance 
was engaged in the campaign of attributing every conceivable 
crime to the enemy, and the chief emphasis was always laid 
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international law, coming, as it did, from another State, cannot 
be taken seriously for the obvious reason that no State involved 
in past wars has ever been known to have lived up to the rules 
of killing off people as laid down by international law. And 
even if any State were ever to live up to such an international 
law code, we, as anarchists, would still hold that the very 
prescribing as to how one may or may not engage in the killing 
of human beings—is in itself an indefensible crime! 

What we are though concerned with, is to point out the 
fact that this greatest of all war atrocities in the history of war- 
fare was enacted by the very State powers that lay claim to 
being the nearest perfected expression of the “will of the 
people,” the so-called “‘democratic” States. 

First, we have the crime of perfecting such a monstrous 
weapon of destruction without any knowledge, let alone consent, 
of the people whose funds were used in making the atomic bomb 
realizable. 

Second, we have the indefensible crime of all those guilty 
of ordering, constructing and applying the two atomic bombs 
knowing very well that its employment cannot help but Jeave 
with the survivors among the vanquished—a spirit of hatred 
and revenge that will be returned in kind at the first opportune 
time. 

The consternation and fear that the very same creatures 
who are responsible for the construction and employment of the 
atomic bomb—now gives such vociferous expression to—furnishes 
the best evidence of their guilty conscience in having enacted 
one of the most atrocious and indefensible crimes of all ages 
against innocent men, women and children. 

And the opportunity for such a vengeance is most certainly 
bound to occur so long as man continues to allow his destiny 
st be ruled by capitalism and its death-dealing protector, the 

tate. 

Third, and most important of all phases in the criminal 
use of the atomic bomb lies in another, not as yet fully realized 
direction, and it is this: 

Was it at all needed to apply the atomic bomb in order 
to force Fapan to surrender? 

From what has so far been revealed it is already established, 
without any denial by the U.S. Government, that Fapan had 
sued for peace eight months before her surrender offer was 
accepted! Furthermore, that the terms were identically the same 
as originally offered to Japan, and that General MacArthur had 
advised their acceptance, but his advice was turned down by 
Roosevelt and Churchill. 

The people whose “servants” these two “illustrious gentle- 
men” pretended to be, never, of course, revealed to their subjects 
that there was such an offer made, and therefore, never needed 
to ask the people for approval in rejecting it. As a matter of 
record though. the newananere nrinted cnteanrical deniale hu the 
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formed his conclusion that I was a “person OF 
unsound mind.” 

“(a@) He is excited in manner. He says that 
the British police are Fascists and that Fasc- 
ism originated in Britain, not in Italy; Because 
the police are Fascists they persecute him and 
put him in prison every Sunday. He also talks 
about ‘a magistrate robbing Indians’. It is 
impossible to conduct a coherent sensible con- 
versation with him. 
“(b) Patrick McHugh, Superintendent Nurse, 
St. Pancras Hospital says that Adolpho Calta- 
biano is wildly excited at times. He is 
argumentative and enters into long rambling 
disconnected statements. He accuses the 
magistrate of harming the Indians. He is 
completely lacking in insight. He resents 
being questioned and it is impossible to have 
any coherent conversation with him.” 

So, because a professional psychiatrist and a 
lady magistrate have not yet read “Guilty Men” 
by Michael Foot (“Cassius”), a British citizen 
and an M.P., and because they are satisfied 
with whatever system assures them their material 
well-being, they were unable to understand the 
natural reaction of an anti-Fascist who had 
suffered fifteen years of political persecution at 
the hands of Fascists of all countries. These 
two persons were, on the other hand, perfectly 
able to state without any hesitation that I was 
a “person of unsound mind.” 

And now, what are the chances of my exercis- 
ing my profession of sea-captain? 

Yours fraternally, 
ADOLFO CALTABIANO. 
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Thus one finds the so-called ‘democratic’ States hiding 
behind the cowardly and dishonest shield that World War I. 
was, “to end all wars and make the world safe for democracy,” 
and World War II. was once more intended to “end all wars 
and destroy fascism and nazism’’. 

World War II. proved how lying were the claims made 
for the aims of World War I. 

And the “Victorious” allied powers in World War II. 
didn’t keep anyone waiting long in order to realize how equally 
false were the claims for waging this second World war. 

In Italy, the British Empire did its best, as it is still doing, 
to retain the monarchy that prevailed under fascism. In Greece, 
supposedly its “ally” of but yesterday ,the same British Empire 
has engineered bloody pogroms against the people of Greece 
in order to force them to continue the old pre-war totalitarian 
régime. In Germany, the allied victors picked out the nazis 
for the leading governmental posts. 

The counter-revolutionary bloody activities of the Dutch, 
French, British and U.S. Government’s military forces against 
all colonial subjects that has already been pointed out herein— 
but completes the picture of the duplicity revealed by the 
“democratic” States in their claim to hold any regard for human 
life and well-being—as far as these constituted part of the 
claims in waging World War II. 

This though, is but only a small part of the criminal record 
of the State, in particular—the “democratic” ones. 

World War II. furnishes a most amazing series of crimes 
that every State alike, involved in it, had perpetrated against the 
interests and welfare of the very peoples over whom they reign, 
supposedly as the latter’s “servants”. 

The State propaganda, grinding out poisonous hate and 
distrust by means of “atrocities” of the “enemy” is only too 
well known. For, without such a lying propaganda machine, 
no wars could be carried on for long, if at all. - 

But, it is not with this criminal phase of the State’s evil 
role in war time that mankind is being confronted with now. 

At the very same time that the “Four Freedoms” Alliance 
was engaged in the campaign of attributing every conceivable 
crime to the enemy, and the chief emphasis was always laid 
against the indiscriminate bombing of non-combatant civilians, 
two of its leaders, Mr. Churchill and the late President Roosevelt, 
were secretly engaged in directing the construction of the most 
monstrous war weapon ever conceived by man—the atomic bomb. 

A war weapon which, by the single application of two bombs 
has all but completely wiped off the face of the earth two 
largely populated cities in Japan, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, whose 
death-roll included tens of thousands of non-combatant men, 
women and children. Even those who have survived, escaping 
immediate death, have either been subjected to subsequent terri- 
fying painful deaths, and those still left alive are suffering from 
all sorts of emasculating diseases, with the only prospect of 
eventual death. 

The most amazing revelation about the “democratic” 
States’ employment of the atomic bomb is to be found in a 
book written by one of its constructing scientists, Henry DeWolf 
Smyth “Atomic Energy for Military Purposes,” and published 
by the Princeton University Press. According to the Book 
Reviewer of The Christian Century for November 21, 1945, this 
volume gives full data as to the atomic bomb’s development. 
And the “first transfer of U.S. government funds to the atomic 
propect was recommended on November 1, 1939.” 

That is: two months following the inception of World 
War II, and two years prior to the U.S. government’s official 
entrance into the war! 

Could rank hypocrisy sink then any lower than the preten- 
tious fulminations of the “democratic” States against “‘indis- 
ee bombings” than this revelation openly stamps them 
to ber 

The protest by the Japanese Government that the use of 


‘the atomic bomb was contrary to every concept of established 
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fare was enacted by the very State powers that fay claim to 
being the nearest perfected expression of the “will of the 
people,” the so-called “‘democratic” States. 

First, we have the crime of perfecting such a monstrous 
weapon of destruction without any knowledge, let alone consent, 
of the people whose funds were used in making the atomic bomb 
realizable. 

Second, we have the indefensible crime of all those guilty 
of ordering, constructing and applying the two atomic bombs 
knowing very well that its employment cannot help but leave 
with the survivors among the vanquished—a spirit of hatred 
and revenge that will be returned in kind at the first opportune 
lime. 

The consternation and fear that the very same creatures 
who are responsible for the construction and employment of the 
atomic bomb—now gives such vociferous expression to—furnishes 
the best evidence of their guilty conscience in having enacted 
one of the most atrocious and indefensible crimes of all ages 
against innocent men, women and children. 

And the opportunity for such a vengeance is most certainly 
bound to occur so long as man continues to allow his destiny 
= be ruled by capitalism and its death-dealing protector, the 

tate. 

Third, and most important of all phases in the criminal 
use of the atomic bomb lies in another, not as yet fully realized 
direction, and it is this: 

Was it at all needed to apply the atomic bomb in order 
to force Japan to surrender? 

From what has so far been revealed it is already established, 
without any denial by the U.S. Government, that Fapan had 
sued for peace eight months before her surrender offer was 
accepted! Furthermore, that the terms were identically the same 
as originally offered to Japan, and that General MacArthur had 
advised their acceptance, but his advice was turned down by 
Roosevelt and Churchill. 

The people whose “servants” these two “‘illustrious gentle- 
men” pretended to be, never, of course, revealed to their subjects 
that there was such an offer made, and therefore, never needed 
to ask the people for approval in rejecting it. As a matter of 
record though, the newspapers printed categorical denials by the 
two chiefs that any kind of such an offer has been made! Since 
lying and deceit are a part of the game of every political State 
such duplicity by the Churchills and Roosevelts cannot cause 
much surprise.* 

Still this does by no means lessen the criminal act involved, 
for some of the severest battles in the Pacific war had been waged 
during the period of those closing last eight months of the 
War! <A period in which tens of thousands of American and 
allied forces, and as was claimed, twice that many of the “enemy” 
—the Japanese were killed and crippled for life. 

Who else but the institution of the State, (in this instance 
again the “democratic” ones), can and should in full justice, 
be held solely responsible for this deliberate and wanton need- 
Iss sacrifice of human life? 

Yet this crime, too, still does not at all fully complete the 
crimes that must be charged up against the “democratic” States 
in their record of World War II, involving the use of the 
atomic bomb. 

General MacArthur and his associates admitted two months 
after having concluded peace with Japan, that: Fapan was 
beaten long before the atomic bomb was employed!!! 

Accepting such an admission as true, one is led to ask the 
most natural question: Why then were these two ill-fated eities 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with their populaces deliberately and 
cold-bloodedly wiped off the face of the earth? 

In seeking an answer to this question one finds the reason 
to be of such a nature that all the crimes already cited against 
the institution of the State, pale into insignificance by com- 
parison. 


*Cf. the denials regarding secret treaties concluded at Yalta. 


Tully evidenced 
(after the accep 
bomb scientists 
caused by thei 
this, the army 
atomic bomb e: 
schedulled simi! 

Another ¢ 
against an alre 
16, 1945, via 
Raymond Grar 
revelation: Wh: 
presented an ; 
employment be 
to witness a 
Truman turned 

Mr. Swin, 
spokesman of 
broadcasts were 
used also by | 
Corporation), si 
President ‘Trun 
scientists was ¢ 
to him at Potsc 
against Japan. 
already been | 
Japan’s comple 
bomb. But, te 
strengthened Ri 
in turn, its pol 

If one is t 
the atomic bon 
ployed as an ¢ 
moral and phy 
stands out as ¢ 
acts perpetuatec 

The use o! 
pretentious “der 
itself the hyp 
morality, “god 
of human life a 

The nazis 
such methods, 
names. The ¢ 
realising what | 
which that che 
the people of 
thought of fas« 
meted out the 
to do so. 

But the c 
the press and 
and far more i 
but meaningles: 
Churchill rende 

The revel 
tion and ultim 
alone caused th 
sands of innoc 
once and for a 
held of the “ 
human life an 
State. 

From wha 
monarchic, fas 
uncertain terms 
of human life a 

The State 


FREEDOM—THROUGH ANARCHISM, 4th MAY, 1946. 





‘THE FIRST ANARCHIST’ | Agin the Government! 


A Memoir of Hanna Sheehy Skeffington 


nd brought up in the working Ass, belonging 
) it still, to-day, and for ever, by feelings, in- 
‘lect and habits, and, above all, by the com- 
unity of interests and wishes,” and announced 
is intention of working by every means towards 
1e complete emancipation of his fellows. 


He went to Paris to study, and it was three 
ears later in 1840, that he produced his first 
‘ork of social study, “What is Property?” This 
ook opened with a statement which was start- 
ng to the people of that age. 


“If I were asked to answer the following 

question, What is slavery? and I should 
answer in one word, Murder, my meaning 
would be understood at once. No extended 
argument would be required to show that the 
power to take from a man his thought, his 
will, his personality, is a power of life and 
death; and that to enslave a man is to kill 
him. Why, then, to this other question: 
What is property? may I not likewise answer, 
It is theft, without the certainty of being 
misunderstood, the second proposition being 
no other than a transformation of the first?” 
In reality, Proudhon’s dictum “Property is 
neft’”’, was neither so new nor so revolutionary 
s it seemed to his contemporaries. It had al- 
sady been uttered during the French Revolution 
y the Girondin Brissot, and it meant what God- 
fin, who held similar ideas, called ‘“‘accumulated 
roperty”. What both Godwin and Proudhon 
ere against was the concentration of property 
1 a few hands and, in particular, the use of 
roperty to obtain interest or an income for 
hich no work was performed. They both 
oped to gain equality of property rather than 
bolition of property as such, and envisaged a 
ciety based on peasants and artisans control- 
ng individually their own means of production, 
‘ith those few social functions which could not 
1en be managed thus, controlled by associations 
f workers for that purpose. This is a view 
hich is shared by few modern anarchists, but 
yw the early days of the industrial revolution in 
hich Proudhon lived and worked it was not 
ntirely so ridiculous a theory as it may appear 
) us to-day. 


The government considered prosecuting 
roudhon for his essay and were only dissuaded 
y an economist, Blanqui (apparently unrelated 
» the more famous conspiratorial Jacobin of the 
ime name), who stated that in his opinion 
roudhon was a sincere scholar. Proudhon fur- 
er elaborated his ideas in a second pamphlet, 
dicated to Blanqui, and then, in 1842, pro- 
iced a third essay, in which he attacked pro- 
srty owners with great rigour. This time he 
as prosecuted at Besancon, but conducted his 
ise with such ability that the jury acquitted 
m, 


dencies, which he foresaw clearly would end in 
defeat for the revolution and misery for the 
workers, as in fact happened in 1848. Nor was 
he any more sympathetic to the ‘socialist’? camp 
of the time, and attacked the community theories 
of Saint Simon, Fourier and Cabet, because he 
saw that their tendency was always to interfere 
with individual freedom of development. 

He declined to become a professional agitator, 


and lived precariously by ghost-writing and 
working for a river-carriage company. Almost 
isolated at first among the left, he evolved his 
own logical view of the necessity for the literal 
realisation of the three great principles of 1789, 
liberty, equality and fraternity. He foresaw that 
so long as the present fabric of government 
lasted, so long as the revolutionary movement 
was dominated by authoritarian tendencies, it 
would achieve nothing. He based his own idea 
of social change on the maximum liberty of the 
individual, and demanded the abolition of all 
institutions, such as the state, which interfered 
with this freedom. In “The Philosophy of 
Poverty”, published in 1846, he declared himself 
an anarchist, and adopted the motto “Destroy 
and rebuild”, which two years later was changed 
by Bakunin, by then a disciple of Proudhon, 
into his famous dictum, “The urge to destroy 
is also a creative urge.” 


Proudhon’s ideas made him unpopular with 
political agitators, and among the attacks made 
on him was Marx’s “Poverty of Philosophy”. 
Undoubtedly, Marx’s attack had a certain basis 
in personal spite and jealousy over Proudhon’s 
better reputation in radical circles as a writer 
on economic subjects, but we cannot ignore the 
fact that, in spite of a slight adherence to Hegel- 
ianism which they had in common, the ideas of 
Proudhon and Marx signified a fundamental 
split between moral and material views of 
history and society, between the almost religious 
attitude towards freedom and mutual trust of the 
anarchist and the unprincipled expediency of the 
political strategist. 


When the revolution broke out in February, 
1848, Proudhon placed his printing knowledge 
at the disposal of the insurrection, but he re- 
mained sceptical as to the eventual result of this 
easy political triumph. On the day after the 
rising he alone saw clearly that the revolution 
was chaotic in its lack of any positive vision. 
“It must be given a direction,” he said, “and 
already I see it perishing in a flood of speeches”. 
His intuition was all too fully justified. 


But the revolution at least brought him the 
means of expressing his own views to the 


» people, and on the third day of the revolution 


a group of friends offered to provide paper and 
money to start a newspaper. He founded The 
Representative of the People, and rapidly gained 
eunnart hy hie ‘mitualiet’?? teachings of o« social 


ANNA SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON 

died at her home in Rathmines, a Dub- 
lin suburb, on Easter Saturday of this year, 
almost thirty years to the day after the 
murder of her pacifist husband by the 
English officer, Captain Bowen Colthurst at 
Portobello Barracks. Mrs. Skeffington has 
told the story herself in a little booklet, 
British Imperialism in Ireland, and Sir 
Francis Vane, a fellow officer of Colthurst’s, 
told it in a book entitled Agin the Govern- 
ments. Vane, for his pains, was dismissed 
the service after giving evidence at the 
Simon Commission of inquiry into the mur- 
der; Colthurst was court-martialled and 
found guilty but insane. He was sent to 
Broadmoor but released after two years. 


Mrs. Skeffington’s whole life as feminist, 
socialist, republican, was ‘agin the govern- 
ments’. She has been described as a paci- 
fist because she opposed Irish participation 
in England’s wars, but she was never a 
pacifist—indeed she had always the fight- 
ing revolutionary’s mistrust of pacifists! 
She often mildly rebuked my impatience of 
feminism, but my pacifism she simply could 
not believe in. She has also been quoted 
as a supporter of the U.S.S.R., which she 
was in the beginning, as many of us were— 
Emma Goldman, for one, hailed the Octo- 
ber Revolution with eagerness and joy. Of 
Emma’s subsequent disillusion we all know. 
Hanna Sheehy Skeffington was slower in 
coming to the inevitable disillusion, but she 
most certainly came to it. She developed 
a very strong dislike of Stalinism. The last 
time I saw her, in January of this year, 
when we were discussing the British Labour 
Party and its so-called socialism, she said 
to me, “It’s the old story of power corrupt- 
ing (she had no use for De Valera, whom 
she considered power had utterly corrupted) 
and I come more and more to your anar- 
chist point of view.” 

Emma Goldman had a tremendous affec- 
tion and admiration for Hanna Sheehy 
Skeffington, and it was through Emma that 


her own life, personally and politically, in 
her own way. 

Hanna Sheehy Skeffington is what I 
would call-‘a natural anarchist.’ She was 
naturally ‘agin the government’—any goy- 
ernment, all governments! Once in Dub- 
lin she was telling Reginald Reynolds and 
myself about two young men who had been 
arrested, and she said, ‘After all, they were 
only breaking the law, which I always think 
a good thing to do, don’t you?’ 


By ETHEL MANNIN 


She had a habit of saying ‘outrageous’ 
things in a quiet simple way, and the fact 
that she looked so benign and motherly— 
whereas Emma Goldman always looked so 
fierce, even when she wasn’t feeling it— 
gave a curious piquancy to observations that 
often had a knife-edge to them. Reginald 
Reynolds and I once gave her great pleasure 
in the shape of a gift of a gramophone 
record of Offenbach, The Gendarmes’ Duet. 
The refrain, “They run them in, they run 
them in’, appealed to her, as one who had 
considerable personal experience of being 
run in—she was imprisoned in Ireland in 
1912-in connection with her Women’s Suf- 
frage work, and she was in Holloway, with 
the Countess Markiewicz, Mrs. Tom Clark, 
and Maud Gonne MacBride, in 1918, for 
having travelled from Ireland to England 
without permission after having travelled to 
America on a false passport to address 
meetings, in defiance of Asquith’s injunc- 
tion that she should not speak on ‘Ireland, 
Great Britain, of the War’. She was re- 
leased after hunger-striking. She was 
arrested as recently as 1933 for addressing 
a meeting in Newry in defiance of the order 
which prohibited her from entering the Six 
Counties. When she was released, after 
serving her sentence, some 5,000 people 
gathered on the outskirts of Dublin to wel- 
come her and escort her to a public meeting. 
The existence of a law, or the refusal of a 
permit, would never prevent Hanna Sheehy 


ier elaborated his ideas in a second pamphlet, 
sdicated to Blanqui, and then, in 1842, pro- 
iced a third essay, in which he attacked pro- 
“rty owners with great rigour. This time he 
as prosecuted at Besancon, but conducted his 
ise with such ability that the jury acquitted 
m, 


Proudhon’s writings and his prosecution gave 
im a certain fame among the writers of the 
ft wing. But he found himself very much 
stached from the Jacobin orthodoxy of the 
me and its extreme Blanquist wing. As early 
| 1840 he had made an attack on their roman- 
) visions of 1789, and their authoritarian ten- 
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But the revolution at least brought him the 
means of expressing his own views to the 


» people, and on the third day of the revolution 


a group of friends offered to provide paper and 
money to start a newspaper. He founded The 
Representative of the People, and rapidly gained 
support by his “mutualist” teachings of a social 
system based on contract rather than force, and 
by his independent criticism of the political 
situation. The circulation of his newspaper rose 
to 60,000, and even to 100,000 for particularly 


sensational issues. 
GEORGE WOODCOCK. 
(To be continued). 


she considered power had utterly corrupted) 
and I come more and more to your anar- 
chist point of view.” 

Emma Goldman had a tremendous affec- 
tion and admiration for Hanna Sheehy 
Skeffington, and it was through Emma that 
we met. Emma was always insisting that 
Hanna and I would like each other and find 
much in common, and we did. Hanna, in 
turn, had the utmost admiration for Emma, 
both as a revolutionary and a free emanci- 
pated woman who had the courage to live 


witen promioited her irom entering the Six 
Counties. When she was released, after 
serving her sentence, some 5,000 people 
gathered on the outskirts of Dublin to wel- 
come her and escort her to a public meeting. 
The existence of a law, or the refusal of a 
permit, would never prevent Hanna Sheehy 
Skeffington from doing what she wanted to 
do—and what she wanted politically was 
always in the cause of justice and freedom. 
She had a great hatred of policemen, and 
of khaki . . . not unnaturally. She had 





MANKIND 


§° far, it has been outlined, briefly, how the principal States 

demonstrate, by their activities, that not only do they fail 
to serve, as is being claimed for them, in being protectors of 
human life and welfare, but on the contrary, display a most 
brutal and total disregard for both. ; 

This evil role of the State becomes even more dramatically 
apparent whenever its real, but invisible, masters who control 
economic life, find it expedient as well as most profitable, to 
have their errand lackeys declare wars of people against people. 

Thus one finds the so-called “democratic” States hiding 
behind the cowardly and dishonest shield that World War I. 
was, “to end all wars and make the world safe for democracy,” 
and World War II. was once more intended to “end all wars 
and destroy fascism and nazism’’. 

World War II. proved how lying were the claims made 
for the aims of World War I. 

And the “Victorious” allied powers in World War II. 
didn’t keep anyone waiting long in order to realize how equally 
false were the claims for waging this second World war. 

In Italy, the British Empire did its best, as it is still doing, 
to retain the monarchy that prevailed under fascism. In Greece, 
supposedly its “ally” of but yesterday ,the same British Empire 
has engineered bloody pogroms against the people of Greece 
in order to force them to continue the old pre-war totalitarian 
régime. In Germany, the allied victors picked out the nazis 
for the leading governmental posts. 

The counter-revolutionary bloody activities of the Dutch, 
French, British and U.S. Government’s military forces against 
all colonial subjects that has already been pointed out herein— 
but completes the picture of the duplicity revealed by the 
“democratic” States in their claim to hold any regard for human 
life and well-being—as far as these constituted part of the 
claims in waging World War II. 

This though, is but only a small part of the criminal record 
of the State, in particular—the “democratic” ones. 

World War II. furnishes a most amazing series of crimes 
that every State alike, involved in it, had perpetrated against the 
interests and welfare of the very peoples over whom they reign, 
supposedly as the latter’s “servants”. 

The State propaganda, grinding out poisonous hate and 
distrust by means of “atrocities” of the “enemy” is only too 
well known. For, without such a lying propaganda machine, 
no wars could be carried on for long, if at all. 

But, it is not with this criminal phase of the State’s evil 
role in war time that mankind is being confronted with now. 

At the very same time that the “Four Freedoms” Alliance 
was engaged in the campaign of attributing every conceivable 
crime to the enemy, and the chief emphasis was always laid 
against the indiscriminate bombing of non-combatant civilians, 
two of its leaders, Mr. Churchill and the late President Roosevelt, 
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international law, coming, as it did, from another State, cannot 
be taken seriously for the obvious reason that no State involved 
in past wars has ever been known to have lived up to the rules 
of killing off people as laid down by international law. And 
even if any State were ever to live up to such an international 
law code, we, as anarchists, would still hold that the very 
prescribing as to how one may or may not engage in the killing 
of human beings—is in itself an indefensible crime! 

What we are though concerned with, is to point out the 
fact that this greatest of all war atrocities in the history of war- 
fare was enacted by the very State powers that lay claim to 
being the nearest perfected expression of the “will of the 
people,” the so-called “democratic” States. 

First, we have the crime of perfecting such a monstrous 
weapon of destruction without any knowledge, let alone consent, 
of the people whose funds were used in making the atomic bomb 
realizable. 

Second, we have the indefensible crime of all those guilty 
of ordering, constructing and applying the two atomic bombs 
knowing very well that its employment cannot help but leave 
with the survivors among the vanquished—a spirit of hatred 
and revenge that will be returned in kind at the first opportune 
time. 

The consternation and fear that the very same creatures 
who are responsible for the construction and employment of the 
atomic bomb—now gives such vociferous expression to—furnishes 
the best evidence of their guilty conscience in having enacted 
one of the most atrocious and indefensible crimes of all ages 
against innocent men, women and children. 

And the opportunity for such a vengeance is most certainly 
bound to occur so long as man continues to allow his destiny 
to be ruled by capitalism and its death-dealing protector, the 
State. 

Third, and most important of all phases in the criminal 
use of the atomic bomb lies in another, not as yet fully realized 
direction, and it is this: 

Was it at all needed to apply the atomic bomb in order 
to force Japan to surrender? 

From what has so far been revealed it is already established, 
without any denial by the U.S. Government, that fapan had 
sued for peace eight months before her surrender offer was 
accepted! Furthermore, that the terms were identically the same 
as originally offered to Japan, and that General MacArthur had 
advised their acceptance, but his advice was turned down by 
Roosevelt and Churchill. 

The people whose “servants” these two “illustrious gentle- 
men” pretended to be, never, of course, revealed to their subjects 
that there was such an offer made, and therefore, never needed 
to ask the people for approval in rejecting it. As a matter of 
record though, the newspapers printed categorical denials by the 
two chiefs that any kind of such an offer has been made! Since 
lying and deceit are a part of the game of every political State 


(continued on p.3) 





AND THE STATE - 2 


The first atomic bomb used in destroying Hiroshima was 
far different from the second one employed against Nagasaki. 
The latter was far more powerful in its effects, 

Both atomic bombs were employed chiefly as an experiment, 
for future uses in war, and not at all in order to bring about 
the defeat of Fapan which was already vanquished and ready 
to sign any kind of terms months and months before the atomic 
bombs were hurled against her! 

_ That experimentation was one of the chief reasons for 
using the atomic bombs against Hiroshima and Nagasaki is 
fully evidenced by the U.S. Government’s immediate dispatching 
(after the acceptance of the surrender of Japan) numerous atomic 
bomb Scientists to survey the exact extent of the devastation 
caused by their (?) “crowning achievement.” In addition to 
this, the army of the U.S. Government has already conducted 
atomic bomb experiments with seized Japanese ships, and with 
schedulled similar experiments yet to be made on submarines. 

_ Another criminal reason for employing the atomic bomb 
against an already beaten enemy came to light on November 
16, 1945, via the radio. The well-known Commentator, Mr. 
Raymond Gram Swing, made on that day a most startling 
revelation: When the atomic bomb was completed, the scientists 
presented an appeal to President Truman not to order its 
employment before the Japanese Government could be asked 
to witness a demonstration of its destructive powers. Mr. 
Truman turned down the request. 

Mr. Swing, who has been the acknowledged unofficial 
spokesman of the U.S. Government during the war (and whose 
broadcasts were the only one of any news commentator to be 
used also by the British Government-controlled Broadcasting 
Corporation), suggested that perhaps the sole reason as to why 
President Truman had refused to accede to the appeal of the 
scientists was due to his knowing the secret agreed date given 
to him at Potsdam by Stalin for Russia’s entrance into the War 
against Japan. And since Japan was known to him to have 
already been beaten, Russia’s entrance would have effected 
Japan’s complete collapse even without the use of any atomic 
bomb. But, to have allowed this to happen would have only 
strengthened Russia’s already established powerful military, and 
in turn, its political power in the chess-game of world politics. 

If one is to accept this very plausible reason for employing 
the atomic bomb, alongside of the one of it having been em- 
ployed as an experimented weapon for use in future wars—the 
moral and physical crime enacted by the “democratic”? States, 
Stands out as one that even surpasses the criminal designs and 
acts perpetuated by the fascists and nazis. 

he use of the word surpasses is made advisedly. For the 
pretentious “democratic” State has always been wrapping around 
itself the hypocritical and sanctimonious cloak of decency, 


morality, “god fearing”, and of consideration for the sacredness 
of human life and welfare. 
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Thus one finds the so-called “democratic” otates hiding 
behind the cowardly and dishonest shield that World War I. 
was, “‘to end all wars and make the world safe for democracy, 
and World War II. was once more intended to “end all wars 
and destroy fascism and nazism”. ‘ 

World War II. proved how lying were the claims made 
for the aims of World War I. : 

And the “Victorious” allied powers in World War II. 
didn’t keep anyone waiting long in order to realize how equally 
false were the claims for waging this second World war. 

In Italy, the British Empire did its best, as it is still doing, 
to retain the monarchy that prevailed under fascism. — In Greece, 
supposedly its “ally” of but yesterday ,the same British Empire 
has engineered bloody pogroms against the people of Greece 
in order to force them to continue the old pre-war totalitarian 
régime. In Germany, the allied victors picked out the nazis 
for the leading governmental posts. 

The counter-revolutionary bloody activities of the Dutch, 
French, British and U.S. Government’s military forces against 
all colonial subjects that has already been pointed out herein— 
but completes the picture of the duplicity revealed by the 
“democratic” States in their claim to hold any regard for human 
life and well-being—as far as these constituted part of the 
claims in waging World War II. 

This though, is but only a small part of the criminal record 
of the State, in particular—the “democratic” ones. i 

World War II. furnishes a most amazing series of crimes 
that every State alike, involved in it, had perpetrated against the 
interests and welfare of the very peoples over whom they reign, 
supposedly as the latter’s “servants”. 

The State propaganda, grinding out poisonous hate and 
distrust by means of “atrocities” of the “enemy” is only too 
well known. For, without such a lying propaganda machine, 
no wars could be carried on for long, if at all. : 

But, it is not with this criminal phase of the State’s evil 
role in war time that mankind is being confronted with now. 

At the very same time that the “Four Freedoms” Alliance 
was engaged in the campaign of attributing every conceivable 
crime to the enemy, and the chief emphasis was always laid 
against the indiscriminate bombing of non-combatant. civilians, 
two of its leaders, Mr. Churchill and the late President Roosevelt, 
were secretly engaged in directing the construction of the most 
monstrous war weapon ever conceived by man—the atomic bomb. 

A war weapon which, by the single application of two bombs 
has all but completely wiped off the face of the earth two 
largely populated cities in Japan, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, whose 
death-roll included tens of thousands of non-combatant men, 
women and children. Even those who have survived, escaping 
immediate death, have either been subjected to subsequent terri- 
fying painful deaths, and those still left alive are suffering from 
all sorts of emasculating diseases, with the only prospect of 
eventual death. _ 

The most amazing revelation about the “democratic” 
States’ employment of the atomic bomb is to be found in a 
book written by one of its constructing scientists, Henry DeWolf 
Smyth “Atomic Energy for Military Purposes,” and published 
by the Princeton University Press. According to the Book 
Reviewer of The Christian Century for November 21, 1945, this 
volume gives full data as to the atomic bomb’s development. 
And the “first transfer of U.S. government funds to the atomic 
propect was recommended on November 1, 1939.” 

That is: two months following the inception of World 
War II, and two years prior to the U.S. government’s official 
entrance into the war! 

Could rank hypocrisy sink then any lower than the preten- 
tious fulminations of the ‘democratic’ States against “indis- 
criminate bombings” than this revelation openly stamps them 
to be? 

The protest by the Japanese Government that the use of 

the atomic bomb was contrary to every concept of established 
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being the nearest perfected expression of the “will of the 
people,” the so-called “democratic” States. 

First, we have the crime of perfecting such a monstrous 
weapon of destruction without any knowledge, let alone consent, 
of the people whose funds were used in making the atomic bomb 
realizable. 

Second, we have the indefensible crime of all those guilty 
of ordering, constructing and applying the two atomic bombs 
knowing very well that its employment cannot help but leave 
with the survivors among the vanquished—a spirit of hatred 
and revenge that will be returned in kind at the first opportune 
time. 

The consternation and fear that the very same creatures 
who are responsible for the construction and employment of the 
atomic bomb—now gives such vociferous expression to—furnishes 
the best evidence of their guilty conscience in having enacted 
one of the most atrocious and indefensible crimes of all ages 
against innocent men, women and children. 

And the opportunity for such a vengeance is most certainly 
bound to occur so long as man continues to allow his destiny 
to be ruled by capitalism and its death-dealing protector, the 
State. 

Third, and most important of all phases in the criminal 
use of the atomic bomb lies in another, not as yet fully realized 
direction, and it is this: 

Was it at all needed to apply the atomic bomb in order 
to force Japan to surrender? 

From what has so far been revealed it is already established, 
without any denial by the U.S. Government, that Fapan had 
sued for peace eight months before her surrender offer was 
accepted! Furthermore, that the terms were identically the same 
as originally offered to Japan, and that General MacArthur had 
advised their acceptance, but his advice was turned down by 
Roosevelt and Churchill. 

The people whose “servants” these two “illustrious gentle- 
men” pretended to be, never, of course, revealed to their subjects 
that there was such an offer made, and therefore, never needed 
to ask the people for approval in rejecting it. As a matter of 
record though, the newspapers printed categorical denials by the 
two chiefs that any kind of such an offer has been made! Since 
lying and deceit are a part of the game of every political State 
such duplicity by the Churchills and Roosevelts cannot cause 
much surprise.* 

Still this does by no means lessen the criminal act involved, 
for some of the severest battles in the Pacific war had been waged 
during the period of those closing last eight months of the 
War! A period in which tens of thousands of American and 
allied forces, and as was claimed, twice that many of the “enemy” 
—the Japanese were killed and crippled for life. 

Who else but the institution of the State, (in this instance 
again the “democratic” ones), can and should in full justice, 
be held solely responsible for this deliberate and wanton need- 
Iss sacrifice of human life? 

Yet this crime, too, still does not at all fully complete the 
crimes that must be charged up against the “democratic” States 
in their record of World War II, involving the use of the 
atomic bomb. 

General MacArthur and his associates admitted two months 
after having concluded peace with Japan, that: Japan was 
beaten long before the atomic bomb was employed!!! 

Accepting such an admission as true, one is led to ask the 
most natural question: Why then were these two ill-fated eities 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with their populaces deliberately and 
cold-bloodedly wiped off the face of the earth? 

In seeking an answer to this question one finds the reason 
to be of such a nature that all the crimes already cited against 
the institution of the State, pale into insignificance by com- 
parison, 


¥*Cf. the denials regarding secret treaties concluded at Yalta. 


cUBY evidenced Dy the U.s. Government's immediate dispatching 
(after the acceptance of the surrender of Japan) numerous atomic 
bomb scientists to survey the exact extent of the devastation 
caused by their (?) “crowning achievement.” In addition to 
this, the army of the U.S. Government has already conducted 
atomic bomb experiments with seized Japanese ships, and with 
schedulled similar experiments yet to be made on submarines. 

_ Another criminal reason for employing the atomic bomb 
against an already beaten enemy came to light on November 
16, 1945, via the radio. The well-known Commentator, Mr. 
Raymond Gram Swing, made on that day a most startling 
revelation: When the atomic bomb was completed, the scientists 
presented an appeal to President Truman not to order its 
employment before the Japanese Government could be asked 
to witness a demonstration of its destructive powers. Mr. 
Truman turned down the request. 

Mr. Swing, who has been the acknowledged unofficial 
spokesman of the U.S. Government during the war (and whose 
broadcasts were the only one of any news commentator to be 
used also by the British Government-controlled Broadcasting 
Corporation), suggested that perhaps the sole reason as to why 
President Truman had refused to accede to the appeal of the 
Scientists was due to his knowing the secret agreed date given 
to him at Potsdam by Stalin for Russia’s entrance into the War 
against Japan. And since Japan was known to him to have 
already been beaten, Russia’s entrance would have effected 
Japan’s complete collapse even without the use of any atomic 
bomb. But, to have allowed this to happen would have only 
strengthened Russia’s already established powerful military, and 
in turn, its Political power in the chess-game of world politics. 

If one is to accept this very plausible reason for employing 
the atomic bomb, alongside of the one of it having been em- 
ployed as an experimented weapon for use in future wars—the 
moral and physical crime enacted by the “democratic” States, 
stands out as one that even surpasses the criminal designs and 
acts perpetuated by the fascists and nazis. 

The use of the word surpasses is made advisedly. For the 
pretentious “democratic” State has always been wrapping around 
itself _the hypocritical and sanctimonious cloak of decency, 
morality, “god fearing”, and of consideration for the sacredness 
of human life and welfare. 

The nazis and fascists never attempted to fool anyone by 
such methods. They called their ugly deeds by their real 
names. The common man didn’t have to figure twice before 
realising what a deadly enemy he was facing. The manner in 
which that charlatan Mussolini was killed and spat upon by 
the people of Italy gave ample proof as to what they really 
thought of fascism. No doubt the German people would have 
ete out the same treatment to Hitler had they had a chance 
0 do so. 

But the common man is, thanks to the evil use made of 
the press and radio, easily mislead in supporting their equally 
and far more insidious State, chiefly as a result of the sinister, 
but meaningless, lip-service that demagogues like Roosevelt and 
Churchill render to this adroitly fostered belief. 

_ The revelations about the “democratic? States’ construc- 
tion and ultimate employment of the two atomic bombs that 
alone caused the deliberate murdering of several hundred thou- 
sands of innocent men, women and children—ought to dispel 
once and for all time any illusion that the common man ever 
held of the “democratic” State having any more regard for 
i life and welfare than the fascist, nazi or bolshevist 
ate. 

From whatever angle one examines the State, democratic or 
monarchic, fascist or bolshevist, the record declares in no 
uncertain terms that it is the deadly enemy of the true interests 
of human life and welfare. 

The State is the powerful established enemy of mankind. 

MARCUS GRAHAM 
(To be continued). 


FREEDOM—THROUGH ANARCHISM, 4th MAY, 1946. 








HILST standing in Hyde Park, that Babel 
of England’s political theorists, an 
acquaintance said to me: 

“Just look at ’em around here, the Fascists. 
They’re getting active again you know.” 

I looked around me and wondered just whom 
amongst the surging crowds he meant. I looked 
at people’s faces, and listened to scraps of talk 
on the fringes of the crowds around the platform 
speakers, speculating on what might be the hall- 
mark of the real and genuine Fascist. 

It was an idle game, for I knew very well 
that there is no ‘Mark of the Beast’. Men are 
Fascists by no special mental or physical pecu- 
liarity, but by happening to get caught in a 
certain political current. A predisposition to 
powerlust, unreason, viciousness, (or whatver 
trait you consider most fascist) does not nec- 
essarily brand a man with that particular creed. 


The number of men to-day who consciously 
regard themselves as Fascists, is negligible, yet I 
feel that my acquaintance was dimly right, that 
‘they’ are getting active. This feeling has a 
sound logical basis. Referring to that master- 
piece of analysis, Facism—What is it? by F. A. 
Ridley, (written in 1941), we find the causes of 
Fascism outlined thus; 

“Ror Fascism to grip hold of the State 
machine, it is necessary for several concurrent 
factors to be present. In particular the old 
State forms must be discredited by failure; 
the ruling classes must be thoroughly confused 
and frightened; the masses must be disgusted 
to the point of revolt with the old regime, 
but must be without either a scientific know- 
ledge of its causes or a~constructive political 
alternative.” . 

This certainly strikes a chord in 1946, when 
the aftermath of the second World War is having 
such a profund effect on the political basis of 
Britain. The conditions for any outright Fascist 
coup are patently non-existent in this country 
at the present time, for British imperialistic 
capitalism, though badly shaken, has at least 
survived the war, and by Ridley’s own defini- 
tion Fascism is the “politics of a frustrated im- 
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perialism.” However, although the menace is 
not at the moment possible through a consciously 
organized Fascist party, the trend definitely 
exists in politics to-day, and the future prospects 
are not so bright. 

“The only real bullet-proof safeguard 
against the rise in Britain of Fascist move- 
ments—that is, of movements that are Fascist 
in fact if not in name—would be the immor- 
tality and eternity of the British Empire. 

What are the chances of such an immor- 
tality, let alone eternity? In actual fact such 
a supposition is precarious in the extreme just 
at present, almost farcically so . . . The cur- 
rent tides of history now run as _ strongly 
against the British Empire and the British 
World-Power as a century ago, they ran with 
its 
So F. A. Ridley wrote in 1941, and events 

have not contradicted him. 


Where Are The Fascists? 


The British Union of Fascists and the Imper- 
ial Fascists no longer exist, at least in any 
effective or recognizable form. ‘They broke and 
scattered when the government took action 
against them in 1940. Some members were in- 
terned, and many joined the army; most of them 
seemed to lapse into anonymity for the time, 
until they could jump on to some other band- 
waggon. But how do the present conditions in 
the country affect them? When the Blackshirt 
movement grew up in this country before the 
war, it was a very forced growth; the economic 
and political climate of the time was definitely 
not favourable to it here. Now we see condi- 
tions more favourable to the growth of the 
tendency (if not the name) of Fascism. 

Consider what Lionel Birch wrote of the re- 
cruitment of Fascists in 1937: 

“The Fascist movement claims to be ‘pat- 
riotic and revolutionary’. Mosley incidentally 
draws to himself the support of ex-Commun- 
ists and of ex-High Tories, both of whom may 
be expected to retain something, at least, of 
their former viewpoint or prejudice. (It is 
worth remarking that Mosley’s movement has 
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many English friends, but she was, as an 
Irish nationalist and» an unwavering anti- 
imperialist, implacably anti-British. But 
let it be recorded to her everlasting credit 
that, unlike other Irish patriots, she never 
allowed her innate hostility to Britain to 
sway her over to the Fascist side in the 


fearlessly, always defiant of governments. 
Maud Gonne wrote me recently that 
Dublin would not be thé same without her, 
and that her death was a terrible loss for 
Ireland. I had just written Maud Gonne 
in exactly those terms. Only to them I 
would add that her death is more than a 


eae ea Se oe errr ee oe Tel 


recently begun to designate itself the ‘British 
Union of Fascists and National Socialists’. 
‘Socialist’, presumably as a sop to the ex- 
Communist, and ‘National’, for the benefit of 
Colonel Blimp’.)” 

(From Why They Foin The Fascists). 


Now that these gentry have been forced to 
turn their coats again, may we not reasonably 
expect that the “viewpoint or prejudice” of 
their Fascist days is now operative elsewhere? 


The Fascist Spirit 


Obviously the problem can by no means be 
simplified to a question of individual Fascists: 
they are merely a symbol of the time. The 
greater evil is the tendency of the policies of the 
various organizations, formerly ardent opponents 
of Fascism. The word ‘Fascism’ is, significantly 
enough, constantly in the mouths and writings 
of demagogues of certain political colours. It 
often reveals an uneasy conscience on the sub- 
ject, in those who use it so glibly to blacken 
every opponent. Whilst monotonously reviling 
the name they carry out the spirit in their own 
actions. 


Fascism Resurgent 

The known Fascist leaders are now discredited 
men who will find it almost impossible to get 
any public following again. The rank and file 
are scattered, either politically inoperative or 
returning to the parties from which they origin- 
ally came. Yet the Fascists have a certain bitter 
triumph over us; they see their ideas bearing 
fruit. The country is in the grip of peculiar 
circumstances whereby Capital is being stead- 
fastly protected from the demands of the work- 
ers, (by official corruption of the Trades Unions, 
consolidation of employers’ power in National 
Boards, government action against strikers etc.) 
yet the policy of the country is being carried 
out partly by virtue of the “Socialist” urge of 
the workers which influenced the form of the 
present Executive. 

All political parties and cliques which are 
now making a serious bid for power, out of the 
present circumstances, are necessarily compelled 
to borrow heavily from the Fascist programme. 
They must fight on both sides of the class 
struggle, suppressing the natural aspirations of 
the workers in the interests of Capital, and sup- 
pressing privately owned Capital in the interest 
of a State economy. 

The position of Anarchists remains unaltered: 
we are not concerned with political power. We 
support only the natural aspirations: of the 
workers in their struggle against Capital. For 
us the problem of Fascism is a clear cut issue— 
we oppose it in all its forms, whether it comes 
from the Right or from the Left. And we 
recognize that Fascism must inevitably be a 
factor to be contended with until we have 
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In spite of the fine declaration of the American 
authorities that they were fighting a war for 
the freedom of individual conscience, many 
months after the end of this war some three 
thousand conscientious objectors are still in pri- 
son, mostly with long sentences varying from 
three to five years, of which many still have 
years to run. Hundreds more, although released 
from prison, are still subjected to restrictive 
parole conditions. A national campaign is now 
being organised to demand an amnesty for these 
men and has already received support from many 
prominent Americans who are not themselves 
opposed to war. A Committee of Amnesty has 
been formed, and is organising wide protests and 
a mass picket demonstration at the White House 
on May 15th, the day on which the Selective 
Service Act expires. In England the Freedom 
Defence Committee has associated itself with 
this campaign, and is organising a protest in 
support of the American Committee. 

The American imprisoned C.O’s have a fine 
record of militancy. They have undertaken a 
number of individual and group hunger strikes, 
and in one prison succeeded by direct action in 
abolishing racial discrimination. At Danbury 
prison twenty-five C.O’s are undergoing special 
punishment for an amnesty demonstration in the 
prison yard. 

Meanwhile, an equally militant spirit is grow- 
ing among the C.O’s who went to work in the 
C.P.S. camps, where they were forced to do hard 
manual work with no wages or compensation for 
accidents or sickness. There have been many 
walkouts and strikes, in spite of the fact that 
such acts can bring five years’ imprisonment. 
At Minersville Camp in California ten objectors 
are now facing imprisonment on a frame-up 
charge of breaking Selective Service regulations. 
All they did was to rig up blanket partitions be- 
tween their beds to try and get a little privacy, 
but for this they face a possibility of five years 
imprisonment for insubordination. A _ special 
defence committee has been formed for their 
defence, and to expose the whole C.P.S. system 
of forced and unpaid labour. 

The experiences of the American C.O’s has 
led them to a steadily increasing militancy and 
to a definitely anarchistic philosophy. A recent 
letter from a San Francisco anarchist gives the 
following information: 

“Certainly a great deal of the interest in 
anarchism to-day is due to the war. Its most 
profound influence—of a widespread nature— 
has been among C.O’s who came together in 
prisons and formed cell discussions about their 
plight ... You may have heard of the con- 
ference held in Chicago not long ago on non- 
violent revolution and direct action in which 
C.O’s from all over the country participated. 
Within the conference there was not only 
visible a definite libertarian strain, but already 
a great number of C.0's, we were informed, 
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certain political current. A predisposition to 
powerlust, unreason, viciousness, (or whatver 
trait you consider most fascist) does not nec- 
essarily brand a man with that particular creed. 


The number of men to-day who consciously 
regard themselves as Fascists, is negligible, yet I 
feel that my acquaintance was dimly right, that 
‘they’ are getting active. This feeling has a 
sound logical basis. Referring to that master- 
piece of analysis, Facism—W hat is it? by By Az 
Ridley, (written in 1941), we find the causes of 
Fascism outlined thus; 

“For Fascism to grip hold of the State 
machine, it is necessary for several concurrent 
factors to be present. In particular the old 
State forms must be discredited by failure; 
the ruling classes must be thoroughly confused 
and frightened; the masses must be disgusted 
to the point of revolt with the old regime, 
but must be without either a scientific know- 
ledge of its causes or a-constructive political 
alternative.” : 

This certainly strikes a chord in 1946, when 
the aftermath of the second World War is having 
such a profund effect on the political basis of 
Britain. The conditions for any outright Fascist 
coup are patently non-existent in this country 
at the present time, for British imperialistic 
capitalism, though badly shaken, has at least 
survived the war, and by Ridley’s own defini- 
tion Fascism is the “politics of a frustrated im- 
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World-Power as a century ago, they ran with 
1 
So F. A. Ridley wrote in 1941, and events 

have not contradicted him. 


Where Are The Fascists? \ 


The British Union of Fascists and the Imper- 
ial Fascists no longer exist, at least in any 
effective or recognizable form. They broke and 
scattered when the government took action 
against them in 1940. Some members were in- 
terned, and many joined the army; most of them 
seemed to lapse into anonymity for the time, 
until they could jump on to some other band- 
waggon. But how do the present conditions in 
the country affect them? When the Blackshirt 
movement grew up in this country before the 
war, it was a very forced growth; the economic 
and political climate of the time was definitely 
not favourable to it here. Now we see condi- 
tions more favourable to the growth of the 
tendency (if not the name) of Fascism. 

Consider what Lionel Birch wrote of the re- 
cruitment of Fascists in 1937: 

“The Fascist movement claims to be ‘pat- 
riotic and revolutionary’. Mosley incidentally 
draws to himself the support of ex-Commun- 
ists and of ex-High Tories, both of whom may 
be expected to retain something, at least, of 
their former viewpoint or prejudice. (It is 
worth remarking that Mosley’s movement has 
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many English friends, but she was, aS an 
Irish nationalist and» an unwavering anti- 
imperialist, implacably anti-British. But 
let it be recorded to her everlasting credit 
that, unlike other Irish patriots, she never 
allowed her innate hostility to Britain to 
sway her over to the Fascist side in the 
war. She was one hundred per cent. anti- 
Fascist, and impatient of those who, because 
they hated the British, were prepared to 
love the Nazis. It was one of the last things 
we discussed, and she was as clear as she 
was vehement on the subject. At the begin- 
ning of the war she wrote to Reginald and 
me, ‘Over here we are neutral, but people 
are asking who are we neutral against . . .?’ 

Her last political efforts were her work 
for the teachers’ strike, and the letter she 
and I composed together in January con- 
cerning the Irish Republican prisoners held 
in this country. She wrote me afterwards 
thanking me for my work on it and adding, 
‘It’s worthwhile even if resultless.” Much 
of her work was like that; she fought a 
series of valiant lost causes, and fought them 
always with courage and humour, always 


fearlessly, always defiant of governments. 

Maud Gonne wrote me recently that 
Dublin would not be the same without her, 
and that her death was a terrible loss for 
Ireland. I had just written Maud Gonne 
in exactly those terms. Only to them I 
would add that her death is more than a 
loss to Ireland but to the fight for freedom 
everywhere, for her outlook was internation- 
al, like Emma Goldman’s, and it has signi- 
ficance that at the end, when she had 
wearied of all the other English so-called 
Left papers, she found in Freedom that 
which spoke to her revolutionary libertarian 
condition... 

Others who have written of her have 
stressed her work for Sinn Fein, and her 
championship of women’s rights; it is true 
she was both an impassioned nationalist and 
febinist, but, what is much more important, 
she was a revolutionary who at the end had 
seen the futility of politics, whatever the 
party label. ‘I come more and more to your 
anarchist point of view. ‘That is my most 
cherished memory of her, my beloved friend 
and wittiest and most fearless of comrades. 


greater evil is the tendency of the policies of the 
various organizations, formerly ardent opponents 
of Fascism. The word ‘Fascism’ is, significantly 
enough, constantly in the mouths and writings 
of demagogues of certain political colours. It 
often reveals an uneasy conscience on the sub- 
ject, in those who use it so glibly to blacken 
every opponent. Whilst monotonously reviling 
the name they carry out the spirit in their own 
actions. 


Fascism Resurgent 

The known Fascist leaders are now discredited 
men who will find it almost impossible to get 
any public following again. The rank and file 
are scattered, either politically inoperative or 
returning to the parties from which they origin- 
ally came. ‘Yet the Fascists have a certain bitter 
triumph over us; they see their ideas bearing 
fruit. The country is in the grip of peculiar 
circumstances whereby Capital is being stead- 
fastly protected from the demands of the work- 
ers, (by official corruption of the Trades Unions, 
consolidation of employers’ power in National 
Boards, government action against strikers etc.) 
yet the policy of the country is being carried 
out partly by virtue of the “Socialist” urge of 
the workers which influenced the form of the 
present Executive. 

All political parties and cliques which are 
now making a serious bid for power, out of the 
present circumstances, are necessarily compelled 
to borrow heavily from the Fascist programme, 
They must fight on both sides of the class 
struggle, suppressing the natural aspirations of 
the workers in the interests of Capital, and sup- 
pressing privately owned Capital in the interest 
of a State economy. 

The position of Anarchists remains unaltered: 
we are not concerned with political power. We 
support only the natural aspirations of the 
workers in their struggle against Capital. For 
us the problem of Fascism is a clear cut issue— 
we oppose it in all its forms, whether it comes 
from the Right or from the Left. And we 
recognize that Fascism must inevitably be a 
factor to be contended with until we have 
destroyed the root of the domination of Capital 
—the State. T.G. 
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THE LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP 
hold regular 


DISCUSSION LECTURES 
Every Sunday at 7 p.m. 
at 8 Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.|I. 
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5th MAY Mat Kavanagh 
The Significance of May Day 
12th MAY 
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19th MAY Alec Craig 
«@j Sex and Revolution mae 
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Service Act expires. In England the Freedom 
Defence Committee has associated itself with 
this campaign, and is organising a protest in 
support of the American Committee. 

The American imprisoned C,.O’s have a fine 
record of militancy. They have undertaken a 
number of individual and group hunger strikes, 
and in one prison succeeded by direct action in 
abolishing racial discrimination. At Danbury 
prison twenty-five C.O’s are undergoing special 
punishment for an amnesty demonstration in the 
prison yard. 

Meanwhile, an equally militant spirit is grow- 
ing among the C.O’s who went to work in the 
C.P.S. camps, where they were forced to do hard 
manual work with no wages or compensation for 
accidents or sickness. ‘There have been many 
walkouts and strikes, in spite of the fact that 
such acts can bring five years’ imprisonment. 
At Minersville Camp in California ten objectors 
are now facing imprisonment on a frame-up 
charge of breaking Selective Service regulations. 
All they did was to rig up blanket partitions be- 
tween their beds to try and get a little privacy, 
but for this they face a possibility of five years 
imprisonment for insubordination. A_ special 
defence committee has been formed for their 
defence, and to expose the whole C.P.S. system 
of forced and unpaid labour. 

The experiences of the American C.O’s has 
led them to a steadily increasing militancy and 
to a definitely anarchistic philosophy. A recent 
letter from a San Francisco anarchist gives the 
following information: 

“Certainly a great deal of the interest in 
anarchism to-day is due to the war. Its most 
profound influence—of a widespread nature— 
has been among C.O’s who came together in 
prisons and formed cell discussions about their 
plight ... You may have heard of the con- 
ference held in Chicago not long ago on non- 
violent revolution and direct action in which 
C.O’s from all over the country participated. 
Within the conference there was not only 
visible a definite libertarian strain, but already 
a great number of C.O’s, we were informed, 
expressed a strict anarchist position regarding 
the State and the next war. There was an 


BELSEN TRIAL REVELATION - 


The Belsen trial produced a remarkable 
example of the moral cretinism of lawyers. 
Col. T. M. Backhouse, the chief prosecutor of 
Josef Kramer and his associates declared at 
Altrincham, Cheshire, according to the Liver- 
pool Echo for February 22nd, that “Kramer 
was an extremely nice chap.” He went on to 
say that: “It never occurred to him_that he 
was doing wrong in obeying orders. He knew 
he was going to hang, and never thought the 
trial was anything but a show. He was only 
too pleased to help in any way he could . He 
was about the only one of the 45 prisoners 
against whom no individual act of cruelty was 
proved. He had a couple of small kids who 
worshipped him. He was an ordinary, decent, 
normal man, caught up in the Nazi system.” 
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MILITARY CENSORSHIP 


LAW AGAINST NATURE 


QUEER DICKS | 


PRELUDE TO WORLD 
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MILITARY CENSORSHIP 
ON SCIENCE 


Although the war is over, military censorship 
continues to hamper the free exchange of scienti- 
fic information. A paper written by Dr. Curtis 
of the Clinton Laboratories at Oak Ridge, Tenn., 
on the subject of the effects of slow neutrons 
(rays from atomic ovens) on living bodies was 
ordered suppressed by the Army. According to 
Dr. Curtis, the paper was passed for publication 
by the military last December, but after the 
printing of the abstract, he received orders that 
he could not deliver the paper at the meeting of 
the Federation of American Societies for Experi- 
mental Biology. The abstract deals with forma- 
tion of radioactive rays in living tissue after it 
has reacted with slow neutrons. If atomic 
energy is ever utilized for industrial purposes, 
such reaction would be a hazard to health. Dr. 
Curtis, in informing the Federation of the sup- 
pression of his paper, said, “I think this is an 
example of the sort of suppression of scientific 
information that we may look for unless the 
scientific work is placed under civilian control.” 

The Call (U.S.A.), 18/3/46. 


THE OFFICIAL MIND 


Waafs at Ruislip R.A.F. station have been 
told by their C.O. that they must not sing STiili 
Marlene” so that German prisoners of war can 
hear them. He thought that it might lead to 


fraternisation. 
Sunday Graphic, 21/4/46. 


CONQUERORS' CREED 


Secret instructions to P.O.W. guards, a copy 
of which has come into my hands, indicate that 
the mentality of Camp Commandants is little 
different from that of the Nazis they are sup- 
posed to be re-educating. 

Each guard was ordered to keep his copy on 
his person, and not to show it to anyone. The 
paper is headed: “Not to be put on the Notice 
Board.” Why, when there was nothing of mili- 
tary value in its contents? Perhaps because 
public opinion would resent the fascist ideology 
so blatantly preached to the troops. 

These are the sentiments of the Lieut.-Colonel 
signing this reprehensible document: 

“DON’T forget that the P.W. considers 
himself a superman and the rightful owners of 
the earth. Show him his mistake. 

DON’T forget that the P.W. has been told 
that you are a fool and many other things. 
DON’T do anything to make him believe what 
he has been told. 

. DO remember that many people, who know 

the Germans well, are agreed that there are 

good Germans. DON’T think you know 
etter. 

DON’T ever speak to a German except to 
give him an order to do something. If you 
are caught doing otherwise you will be pun- 
ished severely. 

DO always bear in mind that you are a mem- 

ber of the greatest Empire the world has ever 

known. By your soldierly bearing at all 
times, let the Germans know it.” 


The New Leader, 20/4/46. 


LAW AGAINST NATURE 


A Star reporter just back from Germany 
writes: Both in the British and the American 
zones of occupation, the ban on marriages with 
German girls is to-day the biggest human prob- 
lem one hears discussed. 

Like the original non-fraternisation order, it 
goes against human nature, and most people 
believe that ultimately it will have to be re- 
laxed. 

With the American Forces it has become an 
even more pressing problem than with our own, 
and almost daily in the U.S. Forces’ newspapers 
there are columns of letters from soldiers pro- 
testing their determination to marry German 


girls. 
Star, 16/4/46. 








.. . AND STALIN IS HIS 
PROPHET 


Moscow Radio on January 24th broadcast 
a special interview with a high dignitary of the 
Soviet Moslem community, the Sheik Nasr 
El-Dino, Iman of the Moscow Mosque. The 
interview is very revealing in view of the current 
Russian drive in the Arab world. 

“The Iman stressed the religious freedom in 
the USSR, stating: ‘Every Moslem in the 
USSR is well aware of the fact that the Stalin 
Constitution is a guarantee for the freedom of 
expression and belief . . . under the Czars the 
official religion was Christianity and other religi- 
ons were practically suppressed. As a result of 
the consideration shown by the government to- 
ward Soviet Moslems the tombs of distinguished 
Moslem religious leaders are being restored. . - 
Soviet Moslems are ardent patriots...’ The 
Iman then drew the attention of the interviewer 
to two magnificently framed photographs of 
decorated Russian officers on the wall. ‘These 
are my sons,’ he said proudly. The Iman then 
showed the correspondent a silver plate on which 
the full text of a letter sent to him from the 
great Stalin was inscribed. Concluding, the 
Iman said: ‘Moslems in the USSR always be- 
seech Allah to protect the Soviet authorities and 
our great father and friend of all nations, the 
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great and wise Stalin’. 
The Call, (U.S.A.), 25/2/46. 


SHEPHERDS NEED HOUSES 
NOT SOULS 


The vicar of St. Michael’s Golders Green, 
N.W., the Rev. M. W. Cuthbert, advertised for 
an assistant priest, and said that no house was 
available. He had no replies. 

Then he advertised that a house would be 
available. He had replies from all over the 


kingdom. 
Evening Standard, 26/4/46. 
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QUEER DICKS 


A number of human beings will be affected 
by the experiment on the atomic bomb. The 
native islanders of Bikini have already been 
evacuated and their island requisitioned. 

They were “an unusual bunch,” says The 
New Yorker, “—they lived in peace and didn’t 
murder one another. Such people, afflicted with 
an unnatural lassitude, are out of luck on this 
up-and-coming planet, and it is not surprising 
that they are having to move on. Presumably 
nothing much will be left of Bikini when the 
scientists get through; it will simply be. re- 
membered as the one-time habitation of some 
queer dicks who failed to drop things on cach 


other.” Reynolds News, 14/4/46. 
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LONG LIVE THE EMPEROR! 
—BY ORDER 


The Australian officer who slapped two 
Japanese war criminals when they  shrieked 
“Long live the Emperor!” before their hanging 
at Rabaul, is being severely criticised for undig- 
nified conduct. 

His action, says his critics, has cast a slur on 
the Australian Army. 

A spirited reply has been made by Mr. Reg 
Harris, a correspondent and former infantryman, 
who saw the executions. He writes: — 

“These Jap captains, Hoshijimi and Taka- 
kawa, who murdered 4,000 English and Austra- 
lian prisoners in Borneo, deliberately staged the 
incident on the scafford as an example to other 
Japs of their superiority. 

News of the World, 21/4/46. 


Why complain if two Japanese captains cry 
“Long live the Emperor!”? The new 
Japanese constitution approved by General 
MacArthur recognises in the Emperor “the 
symbol of the unity of the Japanese people.” 


REVOLT IN DEATH 


A young Admiralty typist, who was not happy 
in her work and “simply loathed it,” killed her- 
self by jumping 50 ft. from a window into Cecil 
Court, Charing Cross Road. 

The story of the woman’s disinclination for 
her work was told to-day at the inquest at West- 
minster on Miss Dorothy Beers, aged 22. 

Recording a verdict that Miss Beers killed her- 
self while the balance of her mind was disturbed. 
the Deputy Coroner (Dr. J. W. Hulme) said: 

“She had made several efforts to get out of 
her work without success, and had always been 
redirected by the authorities to go back to it.” 


Evening Standard, 26/4/46. 


PRELUDE TO WORLD 
WAR Iil 


SYMBOLIC OF CAPITALIST WASTE is 
the postponed destruction by atom-bombs of 
100 naval craft (cost about $1,000,000,000) at 
the Bikini Atoll. Every other nation on earth 
would consider this a quite formidable fleet, 
The total cost of this maniacal tableau will be 
approximately $2,000,000,000. This rehearsal 
for World War III does not seem to fulfill Tru- 
man’s promise that atomic energy will be used 
henceforth for peace and not for war. Beside 
the wanton destruction of warships which may 
be needed, think of all the fish and birds which 


will be murdered. 
New Leader (U.S.A.), 6/4/46, 








THE POLICEMAN AND 
THE LORDS 


The absurdity of the Australian book censor- 
ship, under which any policeman can ask a 
magistrate to suppress locally published books, 
was illustrated to-day. 

A reputable firm, Angus Robertson, was fined 
for publishing “We Were the Rats,” and the 
book withdrawn from sale. 

To-day, Police-Sergeant Roy Munro, charging 
Angus Robertson with publishing obscene litera- 
ture, informed the magistrate that certain pas- 
sages were objectionable to him. 

Cross-examined, Munro said he had heard of 
Shakespeare, and thought his Christian name 
was William, but was not sure. . 

He admitted that he had not heard of Chaucer 
of “Don Juan,” or of “Lady Chatterley’s Lover,” 
but said he “knew a man named Shelley.” 

He had not heard whether or not Lord Byron 
was on Lord Louis Mountbatten’s staff. 

News Chronicle, 25/4/46, 


UNSUNG SOLDIERS 


Last Monday Ike went to the hospital near 
Carentan. When he returned he was depressed. 

There were about 1,100 self-inflicted wounds 
—and numerous cases of psycho-neurosis or 
battle anxiety. 

He said it was always difficult to prove that 
a soldier had shot himself. This is usually 
done through the left hand or the foot. The 
soldier always will say that it was an accident, 

One had told him he had accidentally dis- 
charged his carbine while climbing aboard a 
truck; he displayed a bandaged thumb, saying 
it had been shot off. Ike later said that General 
Kenner had told him that rarely do you find a 
case of psycho-neurosis among wounded men. 

pape, a act's are a few authentic cases, 
many such complaints are merely imaginar 
faked to avoid battle. : a) 

Captain Harry Butcher (sic), Naval Aide t 
General Eisenhower, Sunday Express, 14/4/46 
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perialism.” However, although the menace is 
not at the moment possible through a consciously 
organized Fascist party, the trend definitely 
exists in politics to-day, and the future prospects 
are not so bright. 

“The only real bullet-proof safeguard 
against the rise in Britain of Fascist move- 
ments—that is, of movements that are Fascist 
in fact if not in name—would be the imimor- 
tality and eternity of the British Empire. 

What are the chances of such an immor- 
tality, let alone eternity? In actual fact such 
a supposition is precarious in the extreme just 
at present, almost farcically so... The cur- 
rent tides of history now run as_ strongly 
against the British Empire and the British 
World-Power as a century ago, they ran with 
Let 
So F. A. Ridley wrote in 1941, and events 

have not contradicted him. 


Where Are The Fascists? | 


The British Union of Fascists and the Imper- 
ial Fascists no longer exist, at least in any 
‘fective or recognizable form. They broke and 
scattered when the government took action 
igainst them in 1940. Some members were in- 
ierned, and many joined the army; most of them 
seemed to lapse into anonymity for the time, 
intil they could jump on to some other band- 
waggon. But how do the present conditions in 
he country affect them? When the Blackshirt 
movement grew up in this country before the 
war, it was a very forced growth; the economic 
ind political climate of the time was definitely 
sot favourable to it here. Now we see condi- 
ions more favourable to the growth of the 
endency (if not the name) of Fascism. 

Consider what Lionel Birch wrote of the re- 
sruitment of Fascists in 1937: 

“The Fascist movement claims to be ‘pat- 
riotic and revolutionary’. Mosley incidentally 
draws to himself the support of ex-Commun- 
ists and of ex-High Tories, both of whom may 
be expected to retain something, at least, of 
their former viewpoint or prejudice. (It is 
worth remarking that Mosley’s movement has 
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earlessly, always defiant of governments. 
Maud Gonne wrote me recently that 
Yublin would not be the same without her, 
ind that her death was a terrible loss for 
freland. I had just written Maud Gonne 
n exactly those terms. Only to them I 
vould add that her death is more than a 
oes to Ireland but to the fight for freedom 


recently begun to designate itself the ‘British 
Union of Fascists and National Socialists’. 
‘Socialist’, presumably as a sop to the ex- 
Communist, and ‘National’, for the benefit of 
Colonel Blimp’.)” 

(From Why They Foin The Fascists). 


Now that these gentry have been forced to 
turn their coats again, may we not reasonably 
expect that the “viewpoint or prejudice” of 
their Fascist days is now operative elsewhere? 


The Fascist Spirit 


Obviously the problem can by no means be 
simplified to a question of individual Fascists: 
they are merely a symbol of the time. The 
greater evil is the tendency of the policies of the 
various organizations, formerly ardent opponents 
of Fascism. The word ‘Fascism’ is, significantly 
enough, constantly in the mouths and writings 
of demagogues of certain political colours. It 
often reveals an uneasy conscience on the sub- 
ject, in those who use it so glibly to blacken 
every opponent. Whilst monotonously reviling 
the name they carry out the spirit in their own 
actions. 


Fascism Resurgent 

The known Fascist leaders are now discredited 
men who will find it almost impossible to get 
any public following again. The rank and file 
are scattered, either politically inoperative or 
returning to the parties from which they origin- 
ally came. Yet the Fascists have a certain bitter 
triumph over us; they see their ideas bearing 
fruit. The country is in the grip of peculiar 
circumstances whereby Capital is being stead~ 
fastly protected from the demands of the work- 
ers, (by official corruption of the Trades Unions, 
consolidation of employers’ power in National 
Boards, government action against strikers etc.) 
yet the policy of the country is being carried 
out partly by virtue of the “Socialist” urge of 
the workers which influenced the form of the 
present Executive. 

All political parties and cliques which are 
now making a serious bid for power, out of the 
present circumstances, are necessarily compelled 
to borrow heavily from the Fascist programme. 
They must fight on both sides of the class 
struggle, suppressing the natural aspirations of 
the workers in the interests of Capital, and sup- 
pressing privately owned Capital in the interest 
of a State economy. 

The position of Anarchists remains unaltered: 
we are not concerned with political power. We 
support only the natural aspirations of the 
workers in their struggle against Capital. For 
us the problem of Fascism is a clear cut issue— 
we oppose it in all its forms, whether it comes 
from the Right or from the Left. And we 
recognize that Fascism must inevitably be a 
factor to be contended with until we have 
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In spite of the fine declaration of the American 
authorities that they were fighting a war for 
the freedom of individual conscience, many 
months after the end of this war some three 
thousand conscientious objectors are still in pri- 
son, mostly with long sentences varying from 
three to five years, of which many still have 
years to run. Hundreds more, although released 
from prison, are still subjected to restrictive 
parole conditions. A national campaign is now 
being organised to demand an amnesty for these 
men and has already received support from many 
prominent Americans who are not themselves 
opposed to war. A Committee of Amnesty has 
been formed, and is organising wide protests and 
a mass picket demonstration at the White House 
on May 15th, the day on which the Selective 
Service Act expires. In England the Freedom 
Defence Committee has associated itself with 
this campaign, and is organising a protest in 
support of the American Committee. 

The American imprisoned C.O’s have a fine 
record of militancy. They have undertaken a 
number of individual and group hunger strikes, 
and in one prison succeeded by direct action in 
abolishing racial discrimination. At Danbury 
prison twenty-five C.O’s are undergoing special 
punishment for an amnesty demonstration in the 
prison yard. 

Meanwhile, an equally militant spirit is grow- 
ing among the C.O’s who went to work in the 
C.P.S. camps, where they were forced to do hard 
manual work with no wages or compensation for 
accidents or sickness. ‘There have been many 
walkouts and strikes, in spite of the fact that 
such acts can bring five years’ imprisonment. 
At Minersville Camp in California ten objectors 
are now facing imprisonment on a frame-up 
charge of breaking Selective Service regulations. 
All they did was to rig up blanket partitions be- 
tween their beds to try and get a little privacy, 
but for this they face a possibility of five years 
imprisonment for insubordination. A _ special 
defence committee has been formed for their 
defence, and to expose the whole C.P.S. system 
of forced and unpaid labour. 

The experiences of the American C.O’s has 
led them to a steadily increasing militancy and 
to a definitely anarchistic philosophy. <A recent 
letter from a San Francisco anarchist gives the 
following information: 

“Certainly a great deal of the interest in 
anarchism to-day is due to the war. Its most 
profound influence—of a widespread nature— 
has been among C.O’s who came together in 
prisons and formed cell discussions about their 
plight ... You may have heard of the con- 
ference held in Chicago not long ago on non- 
violent revolution and direct action in which 
C.O’s from all over the country participated. 
Within the conference there was not only 
visible a definite libertarian strain, but already 
a great number of C.O’s, we were informed, 
exvnreceed » strict. anarchist. nosition. regarding 


agreement—which we hope will hold in the 

future—on what general method of resistance 

C.O’s should adopt in the next war: refusal to 

register from the outset. Certainly the C.P.S. 

camps in this country (if we are to judge from 

innumerable ‘walkouts’) have led to an atti- 
tude, among these people, which rejects any 
further compromise with the State machine, 
or state-front organizations that ran the 
camps. If such an attitude had been taken at 

the beginning of conscription, this time, I 

think the example would have had serious 

reflections and would have been highly effect- 
ual. 

The American C.O’s deserve all the support 
we can give them in their struggle against the 
state, and resolutions of organisations supporting 
their campaigns should be sent, in the case of 
the general amnesty campaign, to Albon Man, 
Committee for Amnesty, 5, Beekman Street, 
Room 1029, New York 7, U.S.A., and in the 
case of the Minersville victims of discrimination, 
to Minersville ‘Defence Committee, 1830 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco 15, California. 
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o F. A. Ridley wrote in 1941, and events 
e not contradicted him. 


Where Are The Fascists? { 


‘he British Union of Fascists and the Imper- 
Fascists no longer exist, at least in any 
‘tive or recognizable form. They broke and 
tered when the government took action 
nst them in 1940. Some members were in- 
ed, and many joined the army; most of them 
ned to lapse into anonymity for the time, 
| they could jump on to some other band- 
gon. But how do the present conditions in 
country affect them? When the Blackshirt 
ement grew up in this country before the 
_ it was a very forced growth; the economic 
political climate of the time was definitely 
favourable to it here. Now we see condi- 
s more favourable to the growth of the 
lency (if not the name) of Fascism. 

onsider what Lionel Birch wrote of the re- 
tment of Fascists in 1937: 

“The Fascist movement claims to be ‘pat- 
otic and revolutionary’. Mosley incidentally 
“aws to himself the support of ex-Commun- 
ts and of ex-High Tories, both of whom may 
‘ expected to retain something, at least, of 
ir former viewpoint or prejudice. (It is 
orth remarking that Mosley’s movement has 
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lingtonre (Continued from p. 2) 


lessly, always defiant of governments. 
{aud Gonne wrote me recently that 
lin would not be the same without her, 
that her death was a terrible loss for 
and. I had just written Maud Gonne 
sxactly those terms. Only to them I 
Id add that her death is more than a 
to Ireland but to the fight for freedom 
ywhere, for her outlook was internation- 
ike Emma Goldman’s, and it has signi- 
ice that at the end, when she had 
ried of all the other English so-called 
_ papers, she found in Freedom that 
+h spoke to her revolutionary libertarian 
lition ... 
thers who have written of her have 
wed her work for Sinn Fein, and her 
npionship of women’s rights; it is true 
Was both an impassioned nationalist and 
nist, but, what is much more important, 
was a revolutionary who at the end had 
the futility of politics, whatever the 
y label. ‘J come more and more to your 
chist point of view. That is my most 
ished memory of her, my beloved friend 
Wittiest and most fearless of comrades. 








W AGAINST NATURE 


Star reporter just back from Germany 
~— . —— = y aa ~ 
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various organizations, formerly ardent opponents 
of Fascism. ‘The word ‘Fascism’ is, significantly 
enough, constantly in the mouths and writings 
of demagogues of certain political colours. It 
often reveals an uneasy conscience on the sub- 
ject, in those who use it so glibly to blacken 
every opponent. Whilst monotonously reviling 
the zame they carry out the spirit in their own 
actions. 


Fascism Resurgent 

The known Fascist leaders are now discredited 
men who will find it almost impossible to get 
any public following again. The rank and file 
are scattered, either politically inoperative or 
returning to the parties from which they origin- 
ally came. Yet the Fascists have a certain bitter 
triumph over us; they see their ideas bearing 
fruit. The country is in the grip of peculiar 
circumstances whereby Capital is being stead- 
fastly protected from the demands of the work- 
ers, (by official corruption of the Trades Unions, 
consolidation of employers’ power in National 
Boards, government action against strikers etc.) 
yet the policy of the country is being carried 
out partly by virtue of the “Socialist” urge of 
the workers which influenced the form of the 
present Executive. 

All political parties and cliques which are 
now making a serious bid for power, out of the 
present circumstances, are necessarily compelled 
to borrow heavily from the Fascist programme, 
They must fight on both sides of the class 
struggle, suppressing the natural aspirations of 
the workers in the interests of Capital, and sup- 
pressing privately owned Capital in the interest 
of a State economy. 

The position of Anarchists remains unaltered: 
we are not concerned with political power. We 
support only the natural aspirations of the 
workers in their struggle against Capital. For 
us the problem of Fascism is a clear cut issue— 
we oppose it in all its forms, whether it comes 
from the Right or from the Left. And we 
recognize that Fascism must inevitably be a 
factor to be contended with until we have 
destroyed the root of the domination of Capital 
—the State. T.G. 





THE LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP 
hold regular 


DISCUSSION LECTURES 
Every Sunday at 7 p.m. 
at 8 Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.|I. 
(Downstairs) 
5th MAY Mat Kavanagh 
The Significance of May Day 
| 2th MAY 
To be announced 


19th MAY Alec Craig 
«#] Sex and Revolution var, 
ADMISSION FREE — QUESTIONS INVITED 





QUEER DICKS 


A number of human beings will be affected 


eecrvice “Act Cxpires, in England the Mreeaom 
Defence Committee has associated itself with 
this campaign, and is organising a protest in 
support of the American Committee. 

The American imprisoned C.O’s have a fine 
record of militancy. They have undertaken a 
number of individual and group hunger strikes, 
and in one prison succeeded by direct action in 
abolishing racial discrimination. At Danbury 
prison twenty-five C.O’s are undergoing special 
punishment for an amnesty demonstration in the 
prison yard. 

Meanwhile, an equally militant spirit is grow- 
ing among the C.O’s who went to work in the 
C.P.S. camps, where they were forced to do hard 
manual work with no wages or compensation for 
accidents or sickness. There have been many 
walkouts and strikes, in spite of the fact that 
such acts can bring five years’ imprisonment. 
At Minersville Camp in California ten objectors 
are now facing imprisonment on a frame-up 
charge of breaking Selective Service regulations. 
All they did was to rig up blanket partitions be- 
tween their beds to try and get a little privacy, 
but for this they face a possibility of five years 
imprisonment for insubordination. A special 
defence committee has been formed for their 
defence, and to expose the whole C.P.S. system 
of forced and unpaid labour. 

The experiences of the American C.O’s has 
led them to a steadily increasing militancy and 
to a definitely anarchistic philosophy. A recent 
letter from a San Francisco anarchist gives the 
following information: 

“Certainly a great deal of the interest in 
anarchism to-day is due to the war. Its most 
profound influence—of a widespread nature— 
has been among C.O’s who came together in 
prisons and formed cell discussions about their 
plight ... You may have heard of the con- 
ference held in Chicago not long ago on non- 
violent revolution and direct action in which 
C.O’s from all over the country participated. 
Within the conference there was not only 
visible a definite libertarian strain, but already 
a great number of C.O’s, we were informed, 
expressed a strict anarchist position regarding 
the State and the next war. There was an 


BELSEN TRIAL REVELATION 


The Belsen trial produced a remarkable 
example of the moral cretinism of lawyers. 
Col. T. M. Backhouse, the chief prosecutor of 
Josef Kramer and his associates declared at 
Altrincham, Cheshire, according to the Liver- 
pool Echo for February 22nd, that “Kramer 
was an extremely nice chap.” He went on to 
say that: “It never occurred to him that he 
was doing wrong in obeying orders. He knew 
he was going to hang, and never thought the 
trial was anything but a show. He was only 
too pleased to help in any way he could . He 
was about the only one of the 45 prisoners 
against whom no individual act of cruelty was 
proved. He had a couple of small kids who 





worshipped him. He was an ordinary, decent, . 


normal man, caught up in the Nazi system.” 


PRELUDE TO WORLD 
WAR Ill 


their campaigns should be sent, in the case of 
the general amnesty campaign, to Albon Man, 
Committee for Amnesty, 5, Beekman ‘Street, 
Room 1029, New York 7, U.S.A., and in the 
case of the Minersville victims of discrimination, 
to Minersville Defence Committee, 1830 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco 15, California. 
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WONDERS OF 
CIVILIZATION 


AW AGAINST NATURE 


A Star reporter just back from Germany 
rites: Both in the British and the American 
ones of occupation, the ban on marriages with 
jerman girls is to-day the biggest human prob- 
em one hears discussed. 

Like the original non-fraternisation order, it 
oes against human nature, and most people 
lieve that ultimately it will have to be re- 
ixed. 

With the American Forces it has become an 
ven more pressing problem than with our own, 
nd almost daily in the U.S. Forces’ newspapers 
here are columns of letters from soldiers pro- 
esting their determination to marry German 


irls. 
Star, 16/4/46. 





. . AND STALIN IS HIS 
PROPHET 


Moscow Radio on January 24th broadcast 

special interview with a high dignitary of the 
soviet Moslem community, the Sheik Nasr 
(-Dino, Iman of the Moscow Mosque. The 
nterview is very revealing in view of the current 
tussian drive in the Arab world. 

“The Iman stressed the religious freedom in 
he USSR, stating: ‘Every Moslem in the 
ISSR is well aware of the fact that the Stalin 
‘onstitution is a guarantee for the freedom of 
xpression and belief . . . under the Czars the 
flicial religion was Christianity and other religi- 
ns were practically suppressed. As a result of 
he consideration shown by the government to- 
yard Soviet Moslems the tombs of distinguished 
Aoslem religious leaders are being restored... 
‘oviet Moslems are ardent patriots...’ The 
man then drew the attention of the interviewer 
» two magnificently framed photographs of 
ecorated Russian officers on the wall. “These 
re my sons,’ he said proudly. The Iman then 
howed the correspondent a silver plate on which 
he full text of a letter sent to him from the 
reat Stalin was inscribed. Concluding, the 
man said: ‘Moslems in the USSR always be- 
eech Allah to protect the Soviet authorities and 
ur great father and friend of all nations, the 
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reat and wise Stalin’. 
The Call, (U.S.A.), 25/2/46. 


SHEPHERDS NEED HOUSES 
NOT SOULS 


The vicar of St. Michael’s Golders Green, 
I.W., the Rev. M. W. Cuthbert, advertised for 
n assistant priest, and said that no house was 
vailable. He had no replies. 

Then he advertised that a house would be 
vailable. He had replies from all over the 


ingdom. 
Evening Standard, 26/4/46. 


QUEER DICKS 


A number of human beings will be affected 
by the experiment on the atomic bomb. The 
native islanders of Bikini have already been 
evacuated and their island requisitioned. 

They were “an unusual bunch,” says The 
New Yorker, “—they lived in peace and didn’t 
murder one another. Such people, afflicted with 
an unnatural lassitude, are out of luck on this 
up-and-coming planet, and it is not surprising 
that they are having to move on. Presumably 
nothing much will be left of Bikini when the 
scientists get through; it will simply be re- 
membered as the one-time habitation of some 
queer dicks who failed to drop things on each 


other.” Reynolds News, 14/4/46. 


Through the Press 


LONG LIVE THE EMPEROR! 
—BY ORDER 


The Australian officer who slapped two 
Japanese war criminals when they shricked 
“Long live the Emperor!” before their hanging 
at Rabaul, is being severely criticised for undig- 
nified conduct. 

His action, says his critics, has cast a slur on 
the Australian Army. 

A spirited reply has been made by Mr. Reg 
Harris, a correspondent and former infantryman, 
who saw the executions. He writes: — 

“These Jap captains, Hoshijimi and Taka- 
kawa, who murdered 4,000 English and Austra- 
lian prisoners in Borneo, deliberately staged the 
incident on the scafford as an example to other 
Japs of their superiority. 

News of the World, 21/4/46. 


Why complain if two Japanese captains cry 
“Long live the Emperor!”? The new 
Japanese constitution approved by General 
MacArthur recognises in the Emperor “the 
symbol of the unity of the Japanese people.” 


REVOLT IN DEATH 


A young Admiralty typist, who was not happy 
in her work and “simply loathed it,” killed her- 
self by jumping 50 ft. from a window into Cecil 
Court, Charing Cross Road. 

The story of the woman’s disinclination for 
her work was told to-day at the inquest at West- 
minster on Miss Dorothy Beers, aged 22. 

Recording a verdict that Miss Beers killed her- 
self while the balance of her mind was disturbed. 
the Deputy Coroner (Dr. J. W. Hulme) said: 

“She had made several efforts to get out of 
her work without success, and had always been 
redirected by the authorities to go back to it.” 


Evening Standard, 26/4/46. 


PRELUDE TO WORLD 
WAR Iil 


SYMBOLIC OF CAPITALIST WASTE is 
the postponed destruction by atom-bombs of 
100 naval craft (cost about $1,000,000,000) at 
the Bikini Atoll. Every other nation on earth 
would consider this a quite formidable fleet. 
The total cost of this maniacal tableau will be 
approximately $2,000,000,000. This rehearsal 
for World War III does not seem to fulfill Tru- 
man’s promise that atomic energy will be used 
henceforth for peace and not for war. Beside 
the wanton destruction of warships which may 
be needed, think of all the fish and birds which 
will be murdered. 

New Leader (U.S.A.), 6/4/46. 








THE POLICEMAN AND 
THE LORDS 


The absurdity of the Australian book censor- 
ship, under which any policeman can ask a 
magistrate to suppress locally published books, 
was illustrated to-day. 

A reputable firm, Angus Robertson, was fined 
for publishing “We Were the Rats,” and the 
book withdrawn from sale. 

To-day, Police-Sergeant Roy Munro, charging 
Angus Robertson with publishing obscene litera- 
ture, informed the magistrate that certain pas- 
sages were objectionable to him. 

Cross-examined, Munro said he had heard of 
Shakespeare, and thought his Christian name 
was William, but was not sure. . 

He admitted that he had not heard of Chaucer, 
of “Don Juan,” or of “Lady Chatterley’s Lover,” 
but said he “knew a man named Shelley.” 

He had not heard whether or not Lord Byron 
was on Lord Louis Mountbatten’s staff. 

News Chronicle, 25/4/46. 


UNSUNG SOLDIERS 


Last Monday Ike went to the hospital near 
Carentan. When he returned he was depressed. 

There were about 1,100 self-inflicted wounds 
—and numerous cases of psycho-neurosis or 
battle anxiety. 

He said it was always difficult to prove that 
a soldier had shot himself. This is usually 
done through the left hand or the foot. The 
soldier always will say that it was an accident. 

One had told him he had accidentally dis- 
charged his carbine while climbing aboard a 
truck; he displayed a bandaged thumb, saying 
it had been shot off. Ike later said that General 
Kenner had told him that rarely do you find a 
case of psycho-neurosis among wounded men. 

Although there are a few authentic cases, 
many such complaints are merely imaginary or 
faked to avoid battle. 

Captain Harry Butcher (sic), Naval Aide to 

General Eisenhower, Sunday Express, 14/4/46, 


WONDERS OF 
CIVILIZATION 


According to the U.S. Information Service, 
American scientists have completed a mathema- 
tical computing machine which outstrips the 
human brain in speed, logic, and memory. The 
30-ton monster with 18,000 electronic vacuum 
tubes behind a hundred-ft. pamel works in per- 
fect silence, undisturbed by any moving parts. 
Ten million different additions and subtractions 
of ten-diget numbers are a matter of a mere 
five minutes for the latest miracle of electronic 
science. 

In the first problem, the Eniac (Electronic 
Numerical Integrator and Computer) completed 
within two hours what would have taken two 
trained mathematicians fifty years of work. The 
Eniac’s super-human speed unshackles scientific 
thinking from the drudgery of lengthy calcula- 
tions. Scientists will be able to devote their 
brain power to original thought without being 
delayed by the necessities of mathematical 
figuring. 

The speed and flexibility of the new compu- 
ter will also permit its immediate scientific and 
industrial use. The bulk of interrelated mathe- 
matical information to be computed and analysed 
in weather forecasting, astronomy, atomic 
physics, quantum mechanics and medicine opens 
new regions for the machine. 

The Chamber of Commerce Ffournal, April ’46. 


Hurrah for civilisation! But why must 
our enthusiasm be spoilt by the mention 
of atomic physics and the thought that the 
wonderful machite will help to blow up 
the world fifty years earlier than if scientists 
were left to do the jab? 


THOSE POOR RICH 


Mrs. Violet Van Der Elst, the millionairess 
opponent of capital punishment, says she has 
been “literally kicked out” of her 125-roomed 
seat in Lincolnshire, Grantham Castle. ‘“‘Kest- 
even Agricultural Committee have grabbed al- 
most everything,” she declares. 

aid £250,000 and 


The castle, for which she 
which contains tapestries from Buckingham 
Palace, is now for sale. Potatoes and barley are 
growing in the stately parklands. 

Mr. George A. Jenkinson, chairman of the 
Kesteven Committee, said: “It’s quite true that 
we have put a plough across Mrs. Van Der Elst’s 
land. What else could we do? 

“She has repeatedly ignored our warnings. 
The place was unproductive and overrun with 
grass. Her staff left the gates open and the 
cattle strayed. We are not touching the castle, 
of course. In fact, we’ve left her 10 acres of 
land; but the rest of the 300 acres will grow 
good food. She was warned, and so we have 
treated her just like any other farmer.” 

Sunday Dispatch, 21/4/46. 


Poor Mrs. Van Der Elst, what can she do 
with only 10 acres of land and 125 rooms? 


FREEDOM—-THROUGH ANARCHISM, 4th MAY, 1946. 








The Anarchist movement in Italy is grow- 
ing rapidly, and its activity is daily gaining 
in momentum. Naturally this development 
has not been mentioned in the official capt- 
talist press of this country, for the obvious 
reason that there is none so blind as he who 
does not wish to see. 


But it is not the same with the daily and 
weekly press in Italy, whether it be Allied- 
controlled, pro-monarchist, clerical, socialist 
or communist. The Anarchist movement 
and Anarchist propaganda is now a factor 
which has to be reckoned with in Italian 
political life. The Church in particular is 
alarmed at the direct attacks which the 
Anarchists relentlessly carry on against her, 
and at the deeper and wider influence which 
our press and spoken propaganda is bringing 
to bear upon the masses especially in rural 
areas. In articles in the press, leaflets and 
pamphlets, lectures, meetings, and even in 
speeches delivered in the churches them- 
selves in opposition to the priest when he 
has finished his sermon—there is no means 
or opportunity of which our comrades do 
not make good use in their struggle for the 
moral and spiritual freeing of the working 
classes from the grip of Catholic reaction, 


The six parties which claim to represent 
the nation and are now existing themselves 
in the vulgar pageantry and din of electoral 
preparations have been taken aback by the 
firm and united attitude of the Anarchist 
groups from the four corners of the country 
against going to the polls—and this is spite 
of the government’s threat to draw up a 
black list of all abstentionists, marking them 
as fascists. The claim of the Anarchists 
that this very setting up of a political black- 
list is a continuation of fascism is too mant- 
festly true not to have deep repercussions 
among the people and so discredit the six 
government parties that claim the monopoly 
of anti-fascism. 


The present success of Anarchism in Italy 
is only partly explained by the character of 
the people which is proverbially impatient 
of authority, rebellious, strongly emotional 
and individualist, although this factor must 


also because it has to cope with opposition 
from all the forces of reaction—from mon- 
archists to communists. But even this puts 
Anarchism in a favourable light in the eyes 
of the proletariat, since baseness, hypocrisy, 
double-dealing, selfishness and ambition are 
the main characteristics of other parties in 
contemporary political life in Italy. 


Then our comrades in Italy are working 
with an unstinted enthusiasm that forces 
itself upon and impresses the masses. People 
such as Cesare Zaccaria, Giovanna Berneri, 
Armando Borghi, Titta Fotti are unsparing- 
ly devoting themselves to the spreading of 
our ideas and to the organizing of the move- 
ment into a powerful federation. Freedom 
has already made mention of Volonta, 
Umanita Nuova, L’Agitazione, Il Comun- 
ista Libertario, and other papers which have 
been brought out in Italy in spite of enor- 
mous difficulties. And reference has also 
been made to the Carrara Congress, at 
which the aims and the immediate policy of 
the movement have been outlined. 


Plans For A Daily Newspaper 


At the present moment most efforts have 
been concentrated upon the raising of suffi- 
cient money to start an Anarchist daily 








paper Umanita Nuova, and the response 


from both militants and sympathizers has | 


been very promising. Plans have also been 
laid for the publication of a monthly maga- 
zine, Volonta, while I1 Mutuo Appoggio, an 
internal bulletin has also appeared, releas- 
ing the rest of the Anarchist press from all 
those discussions and items: which, though 
necessary to the militants, are often a handi- 
cap to the work of propaganda among the 
masses. 

On March 17th and 18th, the represen- 
tatives of the regional federations met in 
Florence and the following decisions taken. 
They are worthy of mention for the light 
they throw upon the uncompromising and 
intelligent attitude the movement is taking 
towards the most pressing national problems 
as well as on the practical solutions in 
offers : 

“This assembly pledges all comrades to 
agitate in the country for the total dis- 
armament of Italy and the proclamation 
of perpetual neutrality. 

“It urges the young in particular to 
prevent the army from becoming the in- 
strument of State repression for the bene- 
fit of social conservatism.” 

On the question of Trieste: 


The Anarehist Movement in Ttaly 


“It reaffirms that no delimitation | 
frontiers will solve the problems of 
mixed population, which will only | 
spontaneously settled by the breaki 
down to every barrier between the Sk 
and the Italian people. 

“It approves the work of the Sicili: 
comrades who show in the transformatic 
in a collectivist sense of Sicilian econon 
the necessary condition for the autonon 
of Sicily to result in a federation of fri 
communes that will overthrow the fro: 
tiers by which the people are kept | 
thraldom to capitalism and the State. 

“It reaffirms the Anarchist will to « 
Italy freed through the social revoluti 
from the domination of a central gover 
ment and all its local ramifications, ar 
it stands for an actual and total loc 
autonomy and free communal federatio 

“It emphasizes the Carrara deliber 
tions for the working of the Anarchi 
groups of Syndicalist Defence within ti 
Italian General Confederation of Labo: 
(C.G.I.L.) in order to bring this organiz 
tion back to the class struggle, to dire 
action and to the practice of exercisi 
from below the free will of the workers 

JOHN GILL. 








HUNGER AND POLITICS 


No. 1. POLITICAL FACT: HUNGER 


“The main political fact in the world to-day 
is hunger.” The British M.P. who recently said 
this in Parliament was not exaggerating. When 
I wrote ‘“Starvation—America’s Christmas Gift 
to the European Peoples”* three monthe ago, 
the gravity of the food crisis was not generally 
known; our press had minimized it, our political 
leaders had kept silent or even issued optimistic 
reports. Since then, even the most casual news- 
paper reader knows that the world faces a crisis 
worse than anything in the war, that famines 
on a scale unknown for centuries are imminent 
in both Europe and Asia. 


The first danger sign was France’s reimposi- 


compared with the same period in 1945. It 
wasn’t just those two weeks either. You could 
pick any two weeks this winter and it would be 
the same.” (N.Y. Times, March 10). 

4, Another kind of waste is caused by the suc- 
cessful efforts by the food industry to keep 
things within commercial channels. The Victory 
Collection of Canned Foods drive is an example. 
For months a nationwide campaign was put on 
to get people to donate canned foods to UNRRA 
for overseas shipment. Millions of cans were 
collected, which is fine and a tribute to the 
American people’s generous impulses. But how 
much more food could have been given to 
UNRRA had the same money been used in bulk 
purchases instead of spent at retail prices, which 


The other step was much the more seriou 
the readjustment of farm prices which the U, 
Department of Agriculture made last sprin 
The effect of the Department’s now price poli: 
(which Secretary Anderson now admits was “ 
error in judgment”’) was to make it more prof 
able for farmers to feed their grain to livesto 
than to sell it for human consumption. Acco 
dingly, last year U.S. farmers fed over 2! 
million bushels of wheat to their hogs, catt 
and chickens. This was four times as such 
they had so used in pre-war years, and com 
almost exactly to the 6 million tons our Gover 
ment hopes to ship abroad during the first hs 
of this year. A ton of wheat consumed direct 
by human being will feed a lot more peor 
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rere r, 
moral and spiritual freeing of the working 


classes from the grip of Catholic reaction. 


The six parties which claim to represent 
the nation and are now existing themselves 
in the vulgar pageantry and din of electoral 
preparations have been taken aback by the 
firm and united attitude of the Anarchist 
groups from the four corners of the country 
against going to the polls—and this is spite 
of the government’s threat to draw up a 
black list of all abstentionists, marking them 
as fascists. The claim of the Anarchists 
that this very setting up of a political black- 
list is a continuation of fascism is too mani- 
festly true not to have deep repercussions 
among the people and so discredit the six 
government parties that claim the monopoly 
of anti-fascism. 

The present success of Anarchism in Italy 
is only partly explained by the character of 
the people which is proverbially impatient 
of authority, rebellious, strongly emotional 
and individualist, although this factor must 
not be underestimated. For if a movement 
and an ideology corresponds to the tempera- 
mental and psychological needs of a people, 
their duty and right to fight and win are 
given not only an historical but even a reli- 
gious significance. 


-— 


Anarchist Traditions In Italy 


Anarchism in Italy has a tradition of 
honesty, disinterestedness, and heroism that 
twenty-four years of fascism have not suc- 
ceeded in suppressing. The figures of 
Pietro Gori and Errico Malatesta have be- 
come symbolical, and are held up as ex- 
amples. The seed they have thrown to the 
past two generations is now, after the long 
and severe winter of fascism and wars, 
sprouting and bearing fruit. In the struggle 
against fascism the Anarchists have been in 
the vanguard. Lucetti, Schirru, and Sbar- 
delotto, who gave their lives in the attempt 
to rid the country from its tyrant, while the 
majoriy of anti-fascists were spending their 
time in useless discussions and relied on 
foreign intervention for the overthrow of 
fascism, are names that make clear to the 
Italian people who are their real friends. 


On the social and economic plane the 
achievements of Anarchism have not been 
very wide and resounding, because the 
movement is as yet not powerful enough for 
revolutionary steps on a large scale, and 





Industrial Notes 


At the present moment most efforts have 
been concentrated upon the raising of suffi- 
cient money to start an Anarchist daily 
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HUNGER AND POLITICS 


No. 1. POLITICAL FACT: HUNGER 


“The main political fact in the world to-day 
is hunger.” The British M.P. who recently said 
this in Parliament was not exaggerating. When 
I wrote “Starvation—America’s Christmas Gift 
to the European Peoples”* three monthe ago, 
the gravity of the food crisis was not generally 
known; our press had minimized it, our political 
leaders had kept silent or even issued optimistic 
reports. Since then, even the most casual news- 
paper reader knows that the world faces a crisis 
worse than anything in the war, that famines 
on a scale unknown for centuries are imminent 
in both Europe and Asia. 


The first danger sign was France’s reimposi- 
tion of bread rationing (lifted a few months 
earlier) on December 27; a few weeks later, the 
DeGaulle Government fell, largely on the food 
issue; to-day France is hungrier than ever and— 
judging from the dozens of letters that come to 
POLITICS every week from our friends there— 
the situation is getting worse. 


On February 5, the British Food Minister 
stunned the country with an announcement of 
severe ration cuts, 


The following day, Truman made his first 
public admission of the wheat shortage, propos- 
ing certain mild steps and hinting at a reimposi- 
tion of rationing over here. 


On March 1, the British cut rations in their 
zone of Germany from 1,500 calories a day to 
1,040; similar cuts will almost certainly follow 
in the other zones, and Truman has made it 
clear that “‘we are certainly not going to give 
more food to our enemies than to our friends”, 


*which means the already desperate position of 


the Germans is becoming much worse. (The 
2,000 tons of relief per month which Truman 
has now permitted private agencies to bring 
shipping into Germany is just a token—UNRRA 
ships about 500 times as much goods a month.) 


Italy is even hungrier than Germany: rations 
now are Officially set at 650 calories a day; 
UNRRA will spend $375 millions there this 
year, but this will at best only keep rations at 
this famine level. 


In the East, MacArthur has just tripled his 
original request for American grains to feed the 
Japanese, while India faces a far worse famine 
than that in Bengal in 1943, when some 1,500,000 
persons died. 


THE AMERICAN FAILURE 


In “Starvation” I described the shocking fail- 
ure of over-fed America to help Europe: the 
three-month delay in Congress over UNRRA 
appropriations, the refusal to use our huge mili- 


compared with the same period in 1945. It 
wasn’t just those two weeks either. You could 
pick any two weeks this winter and it would be 
the same.” (N.Y. Times, March 10). 

4 Another kind of waste is caused by the suc- 
cessful efforts by the food industry to keep 
things within commercial channels. The Victory 
Collection of Canned Foods drive is an example. 
For months a nationwide campaign was put on 
to get people to donate canned foods to UNRRA 
for overseas shipment. Millions of cans were 
collected, which is fine and a tribute to the 
American people’s generous impulses. But how 
much more food could have been given to 
UNRRA had the same money been used in bulk 
purchases instead of spent at retail prices, which 
include advertising and distribution. Also the 
transportation effort in collecting the cans would 
have been greatly reduced. 

§ It won’t do to blame it all just on “the inter- 
ests.” Governmental lack of foresight is equally 
important. Thus the food industry was having 
its annual convention when Truman made his 
February 6 speech. Its leaders insisted they 
were taken by surprise. ‘““They said they had 
been operating on the assumption that conditions 
were moving toward normal, and their major 
concern, fostered by Government speakers on 
their programmes, had been with maintaining 
high sales volume and disposing of possible sur- 
pluses.” (N.Y. Times, Feb. 8). It seems likely 
that this is a sincere protest. ‘Truman’s method 
of dealing with unpleasant issues is to do nothing 
as long as possible; it becomes catastrophic when 
famine threatens the world. 


THE WHEAT SHORTAGE 


Of all basic foods, wheat is the most impor- 
tant because it is cheap, plentiful, easily stored 
and transported, and very nutritious. The deficit 
in the world’s wheat supply is the most serious 
element in the present crisis. Although grain 
traders and Government officials have Known 
since last summer that a wheat shortage was 
impending, the first the general public knew 
about it was when the papers of January 4 
carried an inside-page story estimating that the 
four wheat-exporting countries (U.S.A., Canada, 
Australia, Argentine) could not possibly supply 
more than 12 million tons of the 17 million tons 
Europe and Asia would need for the first half of 
1946. A month later, the shortage was so bad 
that Truman was forced to devote his February 
6 speech to it. By early March, estimates of 
world need had risen to 21 million tons, largely 
because of upward revisions in the needs of 
India and Japan. And a Washington dispatch 
dated March 9 suggests that the U.S.A., as 
usual, will fall behind on the 6 million tons it 
is suppose to contribute for this half-year, per- 
haps by as much as a third, Jf this happens, 


The other step was much the more serio! 
the readjustment of farm prices which the L 
Department of Agriculture made last spri 
The effect of the Department’s now price po! 
(which Secretary Anderson now admits was ‘ 
error in judgment’) was to make it more pro 
able for farmers to feed their grain to livest 
than to sell it for human consumption. Acc 
dingly, last year U.S. farmers fed over | 
million bushels of wheat to their hogs, ca 
and chickens. This was four times as such 
they had so used in pre-war years, and cor 
almost exactly to the 6 million tons our Gove 
ment hopes to ship abroad during the first 
of this year. A ton of wheat consumed dire 
by human being will feed a lot more peo 
than the same amount if it is first converted i 
meat. ‘Thus the diversion of wheat from anil 
feeding to human consumption has been urg 
for a long time, and yet even now the origi 
mistake has not been remedied in any vigor 
fashion. A ceiling has been put on the wei 
of hogs, and on March 2 the price of wheat \ 
raised by the trivial sum of 3c a bushel. Th 
measures, long overdue, are inadequate. Trun 
has also taken two other timid steps to get m 
wheat for export. He has ordered the mill 
to extract a higher percentage of the wheat k 
nel in grinding their flour; this will gain ab 
25 million bushels. And he has forbidden | 
use of wheat in the production of bever 
alcohol and beer. (Brotherhood of nati 
note: in 1945, American whisky distillers 
creased production 25% over 1944), 


DWIGHT MACDONALD in the March is: 
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A HOME OI 


For thtose of us who subscribe to the so 
theories of Anarchism it is encouraging to f 
that scientists, approaching society from ol 
aspects than our own, are providing evidence ¢ 
conclusions which vindicate and substantiate 
writings of Anarchists since Godwin. The Pe 
ham Experiment (of which an account has 
ready been published in this paper) proved tl 
at least within the limits of the experiment, in 
viduals in a free environment would act resp 
sibly towards one another and would spont 
eously form together into free associations 
the development of their own tendencies § 
potentialities. 


Dr. K. BE. Barlow, who was an assistant 


—— 


delotto, who gave their lives in the attempt 
to rid the country from its tyrant, while the 
majoriy of anti-fascists were spending their 
time in useless discussions and relied on 
foreign intervention for the overthrow of 
fascism, are names that make clear to the 
Italian people who are their real friends. 


On the social and economic plane the 
achievements of Anarchism have not been 
very wide and resounding, because the 
movement is as yet not powerful enough for 
revolutionary steps on a large scale, and 





Industrial Notes 


(continued from p. 1) 


There is, however, a difference between dissent 
and dissension. While the working class move- 
ment should allow freedom from coercion to all 
its members, there are certain types of rivalries 
which smell very much of unhealthy influences be- 
hind the scenes. One such is that in the film 
industry between the National Association of 
Theatrical and Kine Employees and the Association 
of Cine Technicians. The latter organisation is 
holding a strike of 300 repair and dispatch work- 
ers employed by the Renters' Society, demanding 
increased wages and recognition of the A.C.T., and 
threatens to call out another 5,000 members in 
support. The National Association has now started 
shouting angrily that the A.C.T., in the words of 
Tom O'Brien, is "sabotaging my union's interests’’, 
and threatens to close all studios until the A.C.T. 
membership is eliminated from the industry. We 
have no particular sympathy for the A.C.T., which 
is under strong Communist influence and also shows 
a nasty tendency of its own towards closed shop 
tactics, but the National Association's attitude of 
being the only body with any rights is equally 
ridiculous. It looks as though we have here a 
typical example of two bureaucracies entering on 
a battle at the expense of the workers, with one at 
least supported in a very suspicious manner by the 
employers’ interests. In such a situation the 
workers would be well advised to say "a plague on 
both your houses", and start organising themselves. 
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ships about 500 times as much goods a month.) 


Italy is even hungrier than Germany: rations 
now are Officially set at 650 calories a day; 
UNRRA will spend $375 millions there this 
year, but this will at best only keep rations at 
this famine level. 


In the East, MacArthur has just tripled his 
original request for American grains to feed the 
Japanese, while India faces a far worse famine 
than that in Bengal in 1943, when some 1,500,000 
persons died. 


THE AMERICAN FAILURE 


In “Starvation” I described the shocking fail- 

ure of over-fed America to help Europe: the 
three-month delay in Congress over UNRRA 
appropriations, the refusal to use our huge mili- 
tary surpluses abroad for relief, the timidity and 
incompetence of the Truman administration, the 
sabotage by the food interests. The pattern still 
remains about the same. Some recent items: 
§ As on March 2, of the $3 billions worth of 
usable civilian supplies in U.S. Army stockpiles 
in Europe, only slightly over $100 millions worth 
had been sold—and almost all of that to 
UNRRA. I have been unable to find any one 
who can give a sensible explanation of why this 
enormous cache of desperately needed goods is 
allowed to rot month after month, guarded by 
thousands of homesick GI’s. 


g Last fall Truman promised 8 million tons of 
coal to Europe this winter. On January 4, Re- 
conversion Director Snyder revealed we were 
then 2 million tons behind schedule on deliveries. 
§ The U.S. quota of meat for UNRRA was 300 
million pounds for the first quarter of 1946; 
deliveries in the first half of this period were 93 
million pounds. One reason: The Department 
of Agriculture refused to start deliveries until 
it had the actual cash in hand; although UNRRA 
had been voted funds by Congress in December, 
it takes weeks of red tape to get them through, 
and meanwhile not a pound of meat. Note: on 
February 6, Truman grandly announced that the 
U.S. will ship abroad in the first half of 1946 
one BILLION pounds of meat—but forgot to 
mention that up to then less than 1 per cent. of 
that total had been shipped. Also note: by 
mid-February, Canada had shipped over one 
third of the meat she had promised UNRRA 
for the entire year. 


Congress has yet to show any sign of passing 
the final $600 million appropriation for UNRRA. 
If this is not passed by the end of March, there 
will be another break in UNRRA’s pipeline. 

§, The Department of Agriculture estimates that 
Americans now waste one-fifth as much food as 
they eat—or enough to feed 25 million people. 

§ The lifting of rationing has been a headache 
to the New York City Department of Sanitation. 
Commissioner Powell complains of increased gar- 
bage collections: “No one saves anything, now 
that rationing is over. Two weeks in early 
February showed an increase of 124,115 cubic 
yards of material picked up by our trucks as 
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traders and Government officials have known 
since last summer that a wheat shortage was 
impending, the first the general public knew 
about it was when the papers of January 4 
carried an inside-page story estimating that the 
four wheat-exporting countries (U.S.A., Canada, 
Australia, Argentine) could not possibly supply 
more than 12 million tons of the 17 million tons 
Europe and Asia would need for the first half of 
1946. A month later, the shortage was so bad 
that Truman was forced to devote his February 
6 speech to it. By early March, estimates of 
world need had risen to 21 million tons, largely 
because of upward revisions in the needs of 
India and Japan. And a Washington dispatch 
dated March 9 suggests that the U.S.A., as 
usual, will fall behind on the 6 million tons it 
is suppose to contribute for this half-year, per- 
haps by as much as a third. If this happens, 
the deficit—assuming no further increases in 
estimates of need—will be 11 million tons by the 
end of Fune. Because wheat is the cheap basic 
food (fats, meats, eggs, milk, are in even shorter 
supply, so there is nothing to take wheat’s place) 
a deficit of anything like this figure can only 
mean the death in the next few months of mil- 
lions of people in Europe and Asia. 

The tragedy could have been avoided had 
certain steps been taken last summer, instead of 
in February, 1946. Price policies to divert wheat 
from animal to human consumption, a veto on 
use of wheat for beer and whisky, requirement 
of a darker loaf of bread—these obvious steps, 
now being taken, are a half year late. The 
most essential step has not even yet been taken: 
a transportation priority for wheat on American 
railroads like that given to munitions during the 
war. Lack of boxcars and handling facilities at 
the ports is one big reason this country can ship 
abroad only 6 million tons of wheat this half- 
year (and probably not even that much). But 
the railroads and their customers can make more 
money on other goods, and Truman is not one 
who would throttle free enterprise. 

The tragedy could even have been avoided 
had two steps not been taken. One was the lift- 
ing of all controls from wheat last August by the 
Combined Food Board (U.S.A., Britain, Can- 
ada), which had handled wheat exports all 
through the war under international allocation. 
Despite the shortage of ships, the C.F.B. had 
been able to get enough wheat shipped to main- 
tain at least minimum nutritional levels through- 
out the war. But last August, perhaps infected 
by the epidemic of headlong “decontrolling” 
then taking place in this country, the C.F.B. 
freed wheat from all controls, stating: ‘“‘Supplies 
of wheat in North America and Argentine will 
be adequate to meet all indicated import require- 
ment for human food ... Wheat and flour 
have been removed from formal international 
allocation recommendations.” The results of 
this abdication of planning are now being felt. 
On February 6, UNRRA Director-General Leh- 
man cabled the U.N.O. asking that “the gov- 
ernments concerned . . . reconsider most urgently 
the decision taken in mid-1945 to remove wheat 
and flour from international allocation.” To 
date this has not been done. = 





A HOME OF 


For thtose of us who subscribe to the socia 
theories of Anarchism it is encouraging to fin 
that scientists, approaching society from othe) 
aspects than our own, are providing evidence anc 
conclusions which vindicate and substantiate th 
writings of Anarchists since Godwin. The Peck 
ham Experiment (of which an account has al 
ready been published in this paper) proved that 
at least within the limits of the experiment, indi 
viduals in a free environment would act respon 
sibly towards one another and would spontan 
eously form together into free associations fo 
the development of their own tendencies an 
potentialities. 

Dr. K. E. Barlow, who was an assistant © 
Dr. Scott Williamson at the Peckham Healt) 
Centre, in his book “A Home of Their Own’ 
develops still further than did the “Peckham Ex 
periment” book itself the conclusions at whic! 
the biologists working at Peckham arrived. 

Dr. Barlow stresses the importance of th 
family environment, the home, in its effect o 
the physical and mental development of th 
members of the family. “In the rearing 0 
children we have from the beginning two con 
trasted settings—the setting of the healthy chil 
in the healthy family, and the setting of th 
child (be he healthy or unhealthy) in the un 
healthy family. In the one case the soil is suc 
as to encourage the plant which is set in it 1 
grow freely. In the other, the soil is suc 
that growth is sickly”. The healthy home, th 
writer explains, is one which will provide th 
child with the material for fresh experienc 
as he develops. 

Recognising the inadequacy of an educations 
system which merely attempts to cram childre 
with factual knowledge, Dr. Barlow writes ¢ 
education. ‘The critical issue then is not thi 
he (the child) shall be told to do this or taugl 
to do that; what matters is that when, with 
sense of mastery, he turns round to seek ne 
fields, those new fields should be available; an 
that they should be such as to permit and indee 
to elicit the skills and co-ordination which th 
world which will be his familiar world will r 
quire of him.” 

So far this is admirable, but it is the chapti 
entitled “Social Erosion” which is most illumins 
ting and of greatest interest to the Anarchis 
Recognising that a healthy home, a_ health 
family environment, requires a healthy soci 
environment the biologist is led to a study ¢ 
the social structure itself. One of the writer 
first conclusions is that “all our understandir 
of the person and the family leads us to sta 
that chief among the conditions which promo! 
the fulfilment and the health of the family, | 
freedom of action. Our paradox is therefor 
how, demanding freedom of action as a conditio 
of health, we can expect the outcome of thi 
freedom to be order.” 

Continuing, he tells how this paradox may t 
solved. ‘The solution has within it two factor 
The first is that in health, responsibility is bor 
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rehist Movement in Italy 


also because it has to cope with opposition 
from all the forces of reaction—from mon- 
archists to communists. But even this puts 
Anarchism in a favourable light in the eyes 
of the proletariat, since baseness, hypocrisy, 
double-dealing, selfishness and ambition are 
the main characteristics of other parties in 
contemporary political life in Italy. 


Then our comrades in Italy are working 
with an unstinted enthusiasm that forces 
itself upon and impresses the masses. People 
such as Cesare Zaccaria, Giovanna Berneri, 
Armando Borghi, Titta Fotti are unsparing- 
ly devoting themselves to the spreading of 
our ideas and to the organizing of the move- 
ment into a powerful federation. Freedom 
has already made mention of Volonta, 
Umanita Nuova, L’Agitazione, Il Comun- 
ista Libertario, and other papers which have 
been brought out in Italy in spite of enor- 
mous difficulties. And reference has also 
been made to the Carrara Congress, at 
which the aims and the immediate policy of 
the movement have been outlined. 


Plans For A Daily Newspaper 


At the present moment most efforts have 
been concentrated upon the raising of suffi- 
cient money to start an Anarchist daily 








HUNGER 


No. 1. POLITICAL FACT: HUNGER 


“The main political fact in the world to-day 
is hunger.” The British M.P. who recently said 
this in Parliament was not exaggerating. When 
I wrote “Starvation—America’s Christmas Gift 
to the European Peoples”* three monthe ago, 
the gravity of the food crisis was not generally 
known; our press had minimized it, our political 
leaders had kept silent or even issued optimistic 
reports. Since then, even the most casual news- 
paper reader knows that the world faces a crisis 
worse than anything in the war, that famines 
on a scale unknown for centuries are imminent 
in both Europe and Asia. 


paper Umanita Nuova, and the response 


from both militants and sympathizers has - 


been very promising. Plans have also been 
laid for the publication of a monthly maga- 
zine, Volonta, while I1 Mutuo Appoggio, an 
internal bulletin has also appeared, releas- 
ing the rest of the Anarchist press from all 
those discussions and items’ which, though 
necessary to the militants, are often a handi- 
cap to the work of propaganda among the 
masses. 

On March 17th and 18th, the represen- 
tatives of the regional federations met in 
Florence and the following decisions taken. 
They are worthy of mention for the light 
they throw upon the uncompromising and 
intelligent attitude the movement is taking 
towards the most pressing national problems 
as well as on the practical solutions in 
offers: 

“This assembly pledges all comrades to 
agitate in the country for the total dis- 
armament of Italy and the proclamation 
of perpetual neutrality. 

“It urges the young in particular to 
prevent the army from becoming the in- 
strument of State repression for the bene- 
fit of social conservatism.” 

On the question of Trieste: 





compared with the same period in 1945. It 
wasn’t just those two weeks either. You could 
pick any two weeks this winter and it would be 
the same.” (N.Y. Times, March 10). 

4| Another kind of waste is caused by the suc- 
cessful efforts by the food industry to keep 
things within commercial channels. The Victory 
Collection of Canned Foods drive is an example. 
For months a nationwide campaign was put on 
to get people to donate canned foods to UNRRA 
for overseas shipment. Millions of cans were 
collected, which is fine and a tribute to the 
American people’s generous impulses. But how 
much more food could have been given to 
UNRRA ‘had the same money been used in bulk 
purchases instead of spent at retail prices, which 
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“It reaffirms that no delimitation of 
frontiers will solve the problems of a 
mixed population, which will only be 
spontaneously settled by the breaking 
down to every barrier between the Slav 
and the Italian people. 

“It approves the work of the Sicilian 
comrades who show in the transformation 
in a collectivist sense of Sicilian economy 
the necessary condition for the autonomy 
of Sicily to result in a federation of free 
communes that will overthrow the fron- 
tiers by which the people are kept in 
thraldom to capitalism and the State. 

“It reaffirms the Anarchist will to an 
Italy freed through the social revolution 
from the domination of a central govern- 
ment and all its local ramifications, and 
it stands for an actual and total local 
autonomy and free communal federation. 

“It emphasizes the Carrara delibera- 
tions for the working of the Anarchist 
groups of Syndicalist Defence within the 
Italian General Confederation of Labour 
(C.G.I.L.) in order to bring this organiza- 
tion back to the class struggle, to direct 
action and to the practice of exercising 
from below the free will of the workers.” 

JOHN GILL. 








AND POLITICS 


The other step was much the more serious: 
the readjustment of farm prices which the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture made last spring. 
The effect of the Department’s now price policy 
(which Secretary Anderson now admits was “an 
error in judgment”) was to make it more profit- 
able for farmers to feed their grain to livestock 
than to sell it for human consumption. Accor- 
dingly, last year U.S. farmers fed over 200 
million bushels of wheat to their hogs, cattle 
and chickens. This was four times as such as 
they had so used in pre-war years, and comes 
almost exactly to the 6 million tons our Govern- 
ment hopes to ship abroad during the first half 
of this year. A ton of wheat consumed directly 
by human being will feed a lot more people 








Books on Russia 


Tew workers, indeed, will defend the 
English Capitalist system, but until they have 
a clear conception of what freedom could 
really mean for them they are inclined to 
think that the corruption is peculiar to this 
country, and not see that it is inherent in the 
very root of government itself, no matter 
where, or under what political label it oper- 
ates. 


Because of this, workers sometimes look to 
the *‘Workers’ Fatherland” for their salvation, 
and think of State Communism as a goal to- 
wards which we should strive. It is, there- 
fore, a responsibility of Anarchists to specifi- 
cally ‘‘debunk”’ these illustions, for the Anar- 
chist attitude towards the Russian system does 
not differ fundamentally from their attitude 
to any other governmental system. 


The difficulty is to obtain true accounts of 
the actuality in Russia. Both the Communist 
and the Capitalist press have reasons for dis- 
torting the truth. But because we believe a 
revolutionary attitude to be based on truth, 
and because we see things ourselyes from a 
revolutionary angle, we are inclined to credit 
with greater honesty those who we know to be 
revolutionaries who went to Russia and were 
disillusioned. Into this category fall Anton 
Ciliga, a Jugo-Slay communist, whose book 
“The Russian Enigma” is the result of many 
years in the U.S.S.R., and André Gide who 
wrote a book called ‘Back from the U.S.S.R.” 


Another way to assess the reality in Russia 
is to take official or semi-official utterances 
and weigh them against the revolutionary ideo- 
logy upon which the Socialist State is supposed 
to be based. To trace through the twenty-six 
years of governmental decrees is to trace the 
consistent domination of reactionary policy 
which is inevitably in a centralized state. 


This method has been carried out most effi- 
ciently by M. L. Berneri, whose Workers in 
Stalin’s Russia (published by Freedom Press) 
fills a long felt want in Left literature, and 
offers keenly analyctical study of all aspects 
of the Russian dictatorship. 


In the writers’ words: 


“It is important to destroy the myth of a 
happy and pprosperous Russia if workers in 
this country are going to refuse to fight for 
lies and are not going to repeat the mistakes 
made by the Russian proletariat after the revo- 
lution. But if the illustions about the happi- 
ness of the Russian people must be crushed, 
the belief in the need and right to happiness 
and justice for mankind must remain. That 
belief must give us the strength and courage 
to fight against the oppression of capitalism 
and the State in order to conquer our free- 
dom and happiness.” 


; Another book relevant to this question, but 
in a different vein, was carefully described by 


the movement have een outlined, 


Plans For A Daily Newspaper 
y pay 
At the present moment most efforts have 


been concentrated upon the raising of suffi- 
cient money to start an Anarchist daily 
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“It urges the young in particular to 
prevent the army from becoming the in- 
strument of State repression for the bene- 
fit of social conservatism.” 
On the question of Trieste: 
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(C.G.I.L.) in order to bring this organiza- 
tion back to the class struggle, to direct 
action and to the practice of exercising 
from below the free will of the workers.” 
JOHN GILL. 





HUNGER AND POLITICS 


No. 1. POLITICAL FACT: HUNGER 


“The main political fact in the world to-day 
is hunger.” The British M.P. who recently said 
this in Parliament was not exaggerating. When 
I wrote “Starvation—America’s Christmas Gift 
to the European Peoples”* three monthe ago, 
the gravity of the food crisis was not generally 
known; our press had minimized it, our political 
leaders had kept silent or even issued optimistic 
reports. Since then, even the most casual news- 
paper reader knows that the world faces a crisis 
worse than anything in the war, that famines 
on a scale unknown for centuries are imminent 
in both Europe and Asia. 


The first danger sign was France’s reimposi- 
tion of bread rationing (lifted a few months 
earlier) on December 27; a few weeks later, the 
DeGaulle Government fell, largely on the food 
issue; to-day France is hungrier than ever and— 
judging from the dozens of letters that come to 
POLITICS every week from our friends there— 
the situation is getting worse. 


On February 5, the British Food Minister 
stunned the country with an announcement of 
severe ration cuts. 


The following day, Truman made his first 
public admission of the wheat shortage, propos- 
ing certain mild steps and hinting at a reimposi- 
tion of rationing over here. 


On March 1, the British cut rations in their 
zone of Germany from 1,500 calories a day to 
1,040; similar cuts will almost certainly follow 
in the other zones, and Truman has made it 
clear that “we are certainly not going to give 
more food to our enemies than to our friends”’, 
which means the already desperate position of 
the Germans is becoming much worse. (The 
2,000 tons of relief per month which Truman 
has now permitted private agencies to bring 
shipping into Germany is just a token—UNRRA 
ships about 500 times as much goods a month.) 


Italy is even hungrier than Germany: rations 
now are officially set at 650 calories a day; 
UNRRA will spend $375 millions there this 
year, but this will at best only keep rations at 
this famine level. 


In the East, MacArthur has just tripled his 
original request for American grains to feed the 
Japanese, while India faces a far worse famine 
than that in Bengal in 1943, when some 1,500,000 
persons died. 


THE AMERICAN FAILURE 


In “Starvation” I described the shocking fail- 
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compared with the same period in 1945. It 
wasn’t just those two weeks either. You could 
pick any two weeks this winter and it would be 
the same.” (N.Y. Times, March 10). 

4| Another kind of waste is caused by the suc- 
cessful efforts by the food industry to keep 
things within commercial channels. The Victory 
Collection of Canned Foods drive is an example. 
For months a nationwide campaign was put on 
to get people to donate canned foods to UNRRA 
for overseas shipment. Millions of cans were 
collected, which is fine and a tribute to the 
American people’s generous impulses. But how 
much more food could have been given to 
UNRRA had the same money been used in bulk 
purchases instead of spent at retail prices, which 
include advertising and distribution. Also the 
transportation effort in collecting the cans would 
have been greatly reduced. 

@ It won’t do to blame it all just on “the inter- 
ests.’ Governmental lack of foresight is equally 
important. Thus the food industry was having 
its annual convention when Truman made his 
February 6 speech. Its leaders insisted they 
were taken by surprise. “They said they had 
been operating on the assumption that conditions 
were moving toward normal, and their major 
concern, fostered by Government speakers on 
their programmes, had been with maintaining 
high sales volume and disposing of possible sur- 
pluses.” (N.Y. Times, Feb. 8). It seems likely 
that this is a sincere protest. ‘Truman’s method 
of dealing with unpleasant issues is to do nothing 
as long as possible; it becomes catastrophic when 
famine threatens the world. 


THE WHEAT SHORTAGE 


Of all basic foods, wheat is the most impor- 
tant because it is cheap, plentiful, easily stored 
and transported, and very nutritious. The deficit 
in the world’s wheat supply is the most serious 
element in the present crisis. Although grain 
traders and Government officials have known 
since last summer that a wheat shortage was 
impending, the first the general public knew 
about it was when the papers of January 4 
carried an inside-page story estimating that the 
four wheat-exporting countries (U.S.A., Canada, 
Australia, Argentine) could not possibly supply 
more than 12 million tons of the 17 million tons 
Europe and Asia would need for the first half of 
1946. A month later, the shortage was so bad 
that Truman was forced to devote his February 
6 speech to it. By early March, estimates of 
world need had risen to 21 million tons, largely 
because of upward revisions in the needs of 
India and Japan. And a Washington dispatch 
dated March 9 suggests that the U.S.A, as 


The other step was much the more serious: 
the readjustment of farm prices which the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture made last spring. 
The effect of the Department’s now price policy 
(which Secretary Anderson now admits was ‘‘an 
error in judgment”) was to make it more profit- 
able for farmers to feed their grain to livestock 
than to sell it for human consumption. Accor- 
dingly, last year U.S. farmers fed over 200 
million bushels of wheat to their hogs, cattle 
and chickens. This was four times as such as 
they had so used in pre-war years, and comes 
almost exactly to the 6 million tons our Govern- 
ment hopes to ship abroad during the first half 
of this year. A ton of wheat consumed directly 
by human being will feed a lot more people 
than the same amount if it is first converted into 
meat. Thus the diversion of wheat from animal 
feeding to human consumption has been urgent 
for a long time, and yet even now the original 
mistake has not been remedied in any vigorous 
fashion. A ceiling has been put on the weight 
of hogs, and on March 2 the price of wheat was 
raised by the trivial sum of 3c a bushel. These 
measures, long overdue, are inadequate. Truman 
has also taken two other timid steps to get more 
wheat for export. He has ordered the millers 
to extract a higher percentage of the wheat ker- 
nel in grinding their flour; this will gain about 
25 million bushels. And he has forbidden the 
use of wheat in the production of beverage 
alcohol and beer. (Brotherhood of nations 
note: in 1945, American whisky distillers in- 
creased production 25% over 1944). 


DWIGHT MACDONALD in the March issue 
of ‘‘Politics’”” (New York). 


Review 





A HOME OF 


For thtose of us who subscribe to the social 
theories of Anarchism it is encouraging to find 
that scientists, approaching society from other 
aspects than our own, are providing evidence and 
conclusions which vindicate and substantiate the 
writings of Anarchists since Godwin. The Peck- 
ham Experiment (of which an account has al- 
ready been published in this paper) proved that, 
at least within the limits of the experiment, indi- 
viduals in a free environment would act respon- 
sibly towards one another and would spontan- 
cously form together into free associations for 





Jeers th TNC VW.O.O0N., and Andre Gide who 
wrote a book called “Back from the U.S.S.R.” 


Another way to assess the reality in Russia 
is to take official or semi-official utterances 
and weigh them against the revolutionary ideo- 
logy upon which the Socialist State is supposed 
to be based. To trace through the twenty-six 
years of governmental decrees is to trace the 
consistent domination of reactionary policy 
which is inevitably in a centralized state. 


This method has been carried out most effi- 
ciently by M. L. Berneri, whose Workers in 
Stalin’s Russia (published by Freedom Press) 
fills a long felt want in Left literature, and 
offers keenly analyctical study of all aspects 
of the Russian dictatorship. 


In the writers’ words: 


“It is important to destroy the myth of a 
happy and pprosperous Russia if workers in 
this country are going to refuse to fight for 
lies and are not going to repeat the mistakes 
made by the Russian proletariat after the revo- 
lution. But if the illustions about the happi- 
ness of the Russian people must be crushed, 
the belief in the need and right to happiness 
and justice for mankind must remain. That 
belief must give us the strength and courage 
to fight against the oppression of capitalism 
and the State in order to conquer our free- 
dom and happiness.”’ 


Another book relevant to this question, but 
in a different vein, was carefully described by 
the reviewers when it was published as being 
about “‘a certain country”. George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm sets about the task of “debunk- 
ing” Soviet Russia with with and humour, but 
the underlying criticism is none the less pene- 
trating for that. Its publication and imme- 
diate success are too recent for us to tell 
our readers much about it. Those who were 
unable to get a copy then should be interested 
to know that Freedom Bookshops can supply 
a very limited number. 


THE RUSSIAN ENIGMA by Anton Ciliga, is 


offered at a special reduced price of 1/6 
BACK FROM THE U.S.S.R. 
by André Gide 3/6 


WORKERS IN STALIN’S RUSSIA 
by M. L. Berneri (Freedom Press) 1]- 


ANIMAL FARM by George Orwell 6/- 





THEIR OWN 


out of freedom; the second is that where respon- 
sibility is derived from freedom the person is 
thrown back upon his own feelings, freely exer- 
cised, and upon his own understanding, freely 
developed, and it is to the content of these that 
he is responsive or responsible.” 

Later in this chapter, in a passage which ex- 
presses the very essence of libertarian ideas, Dr. 
Barlow writes: “If the bridge between freedom 
and order is responsibility which is full aware, 
then neither education nor health is to be achiev- 
ed by precept or direction. The development 
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ships about 500 times as much goods a month.) 

Italy is even hungrier than Germany: rations 
now are officially set at 650 calories a day; 
UNRRA will spend $375 millions there this 
year, but this will at best only keep rations at 
this famine level. 


In the East, MacArthur has just tripled his 
original request for American grains to feed the 
Japanese, while India faces a far worse famine 
than that in Bengal in 1943, when some 1,500,000 
persons died. 


THE AMERICAN FAILURE 


In “Starvation” I described the shocking fail- 

ure of over-fed America to help Europe: the 
three-month delay in Congress over UNRRA 
appropriations, the refusal to use our huge mili- 
tary surpluses abroad for relief, the timidity and 
incompetence of the Truman administration, the 
sabotage by the food interests. The pattern still 
remains about the same. Some recent items: 
§ As on March 2, of the $3 billions worth of 
usable civilian supplies in U.S. Army stockpiles 
in Europe, only slightly over $100 millions worth 
had been sold—and almost all of that to 
UNRRA. I have been unable to find any one 
who can give a sensible explanation of why this 
erlormous cache of desperately needed goods is 
allowed to rot month after month, guarded by 
thousands of homesick GI’s. 


4| Last fall Truman promised 8 million tons of 
coal to Europe this winter. On January 4, Re- 
conversion Director Snyder revealed we were 
then 2 million tons behind schedule on deliveries. 
4 The U.S. quota of meat for UNRRA was 300 
million pounds for the first quarter of 1946; 
deliveries in the first half of this period were 94 
million pounds. One reason: The Department 
of Agriculture refused to start deliveries until 
it had the actual cash in hand; although UNRRA 
had been voted funds by Congress in December, 
it takes weeks of red tape to get them through, 
and meanwhile not a pound of meat. Note: on 
February 6, Truman grandly announced that the 
U.S. will ship abroad in the first half of 1946 
one BILLION pounds of meat—but forgot to 
mention that up to then less than 1 per cent. of 
that total had been shipped. Also note: by 
mid-February, Canada had shipped over one 
third of the meat she had promised UNRRA 
for the entire year. 


4 Congress has yet to show any sign of passing 
the final $600 million appropriation for UNRRA. 
If this is not passed by the end of March, there 
will be another break in UNRRA’s pipeline. 

4] The Department of Agriculture estimates that 
Americans now waste one-fifth as much food as 
they eat—or enough to feed 25 million people. 

§| The lifting of rationing has been a headache 
to the New York City Department of Sanitation. 
Commissioner Powell complains of increased gar- 
bage collections: “No one saves anything, now 
that rationing is over. Two weeks in early 
February showed an increase of 124,115 cubic 
yards of material picked up by our trucks as 


*Available from Freedom Press, 6d., postage 1d. 


traders and Government officials have Known 
since last summer that a wheat shortage was 
impending, the first the general public knew 
about it was when the papers of January 4 
carried an inside-page story estimating that the 
four wheat-exporting countries (U.S.A., Canada, 
Australia, Argentine) could not possibly supply 
more than 12 million tons of the 17 million tons 
Europe and Asia would need for the first half of 
1946. A month later, the shortage was so bad 
that Truman was forced to devote his February 
6 speech to it. By early March, estimates of 
world need had risen to 21 million tons, largely 
because of upward revisions in the needs of 
India and Japan. And a Washington dispatch 
dated March 9 suggests that the U.S.A., as 
usual, will fall behind on the 6 million tons it 
is suppose to contribute for this half-year, per- 
haps by as much as a third. If this happens, 
the deficit—assuming no further increases in 
estimates of need—will be 11 million tons by the 
end of Fune. Because wheat is the cheap basic 
food (fats, meats, eggs, milk, are in even shorter 
supply, so there is nothing to take wheat’s place) 
a deficit of anything like this figure can only 
mean the death in the next few months of mil- 
lions of people in Europe and Asia. 

The tragedy could have been avoided had 
certain steps been taken last summer, instead of 
in February, 1946. Price policies to divert wheat 
from animal to human consumption, a veto on 
use of wheat for beer and whisky, requirement 
of a darker loaf of bread—these obvious steps, 
now being taken, are a half year late. The 
most essential step has not even yet been taken: 
a transportation priority for wheat on American 
railroads like that given to munitions during the 
war. Lack of boxcars and handling facilities at 
the ports is one big reason this country can ship 
abroad only 6 million tons of wheat this half- 
year (and probably not even that much). But 
the railroads and their customers can make more 
money on other goods, and Truman is not one 
who would throttle free enterprise. 

The tragedy could even have been avoided 
had two steps mot been taken. One was the lift- 
ing of all controls from wheat last August by the 
Combined Food Board (U.S.A., Britain, Can- 
ada), which had handled wheat exports all 
through the war under international allocation. 
Despite the shortage of ships, the C.F.B. had 
been able to get enough wheat shipped to main- 
tain at least minimum nutritional levels through- 
out the war. But last August, perhaps infected 
by the epidemic of headlong “decontrolling” 
then taking place in this country, the C.F.B. 
freed wheat from all controls, stating: “Supplies 
of wheat in North America and Argentine will 
be adequate to meet all indicated import require- 
ment for human food ... Wheat and flour 
have been removed from formal international 
allocation recommendations.” The results of 
this abdication of planning are now being felt. 
On February 6, UNRRA Director-General Leh- 
man cabled the U.N.O. asking that “the gov- 
ernments concerned . . . reconsider most urgently 
the decision taken in mid-1945 to remove wheat 
and flour from international allocation.” To 
date this has not been done. 
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For thtose of us who subscribe to the social 
theories of Anarchism it is encouraging to find 
that scientists, approaching society from other 
aspects than our own, are providing evidence and 
conclusions which vindicate and substantiate the 
writings of Anarchists since Godwin. The Peck- 
ham Experiment (of which an account has al- 
ready been published in this paper) proved that, 
at least within the limits of the experiment, indi- 
viduals in a free environment would act respon- 
sibly towards one another and would spontan- 
eously form together into free associations for 
the development of their own tendencies and 
potentialities. ‘ 

Dr. K. E. Barlow, who was an assistant of 
Dr. Scott Williamson at the Peckham Health 
Centre, in his book “A Home of Their Own”, 


develops still further than did the “Peckham Ex- 


periment” book itself the conclusions at which 
the biologists working at Peckham arrived. 

Dr. Barlow stresses the importance of the 
family environment, the home, in its effect on 
the physical and mental development of the 
members of the family. “In the rearing of 
children we have from the beginning two con- 
trasted settings—the setting of the healthy child 
in the healthy family, and the setting of the 
child (be he healthy or unhealthy) in the un- 
healthy family. In the one case the soil is such 
as to encourage the plant which is set in it to 
grow freely. In the other, the soil is such 
that growth is sickly’. The healthy home, the 
writer explains, is one which will provide the 
child with the material for fresh experiences 
as he develops. 

Recognising the inadequacy of an educational 
system which merely attempts to cram children 
with factual knowledge, Dr. Barlow writes of 
education. ‘“The critical issue then is not that 
he (the child) shall be told to do this or taught 
to do that; what matters is that when, with a 
sense of mastery, he turns round to seek new 
fields, those new fields should be available; and 
that they should be such as to permit and indeed 
to elicit the skills and co-ordination which the 
world which will be his familiar world will re- 
quire of him.” 

So far this is admirable, but it is the chapter 
entitled “Social Erosion” which is most illumina- 
ting and of greatest interest to the Anarchist. 
Recognising that a healthy home, a_ healthy 
family environment, requires a healthy social 
environment the biologist is led to a study of 
the social structure itself. One of the writer’s 
first conclusions is that “all our understanding 
of the person and the family leads us to state 
that chief among the conditions which promote 
the fulfilment and the health of the family, is 
freedom of action. Our paradox is therefore 
how, demanding freedom of action as a condition 
of health, we can expect the outcome of that 
freedom to be order.” 

Continuing, he tells how this paradox may be 
solved. ‘The solution has within it two factors. 
The first is that in health, responsibility is born 
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out of freedom; the second is that where respon- 
sibility is derived from freedom the person is 
thrown back upon his own feelings, freely exer- 
cised, and upon his own understanding, freely 
developed, and it is to the content of these that 
he is responsive or responsible.” 

Later in this chapter, in a passage which ex- 
presses the very essence of libertarian ideas, Dr. 
Barlow writes: “If the bridge between freedom 
and order is responsibility which is full aware, 
then neither education nor health is to be achiev- 
ed by precept or direction. The development 
of the family, and through the family of the 
person, depends instead upon measures taken to 
promote responsible action. Such measures can 
only operate with success where the person is 
left free to integrate him or herself with the 
total situation ag he or she sees fit.” 

Distinguishing between the two alternative 
social environments, the one in which the family 
and the individual are free and responsible, and 
the other in which the “order” in society is im- 
posed from above, Dr. Barlow writes of the 
latter: “Instead of freedom with responsibility 
for order we meet with the exaction of a particu- 
lar performance to achieve which the family is 
trained.” Because, once the individual has more 
or less obeyed his orders, he feels no obligation 
to do more, this situation, in which people are 
trained to meet the requirements of a plan, must 
as the writer realizes “ultimately favour irres- 
ponsibility.” 

One might criticize this book on many 
grounds; for the writer’s failure to recognise that 
the basis of the family in present-day society is 
largely economic and hence artificial; for the 
ready assumption that the monogamous and 
permanent form of marriage is a natural and 
irrevocable institution; for the fact that the 
biologists appear to ignore completely the dele- 
terious effects of an immoral economic system 
and class-structure on the development of the 
individual. 

In spite of these failings this concise book is 
extremely valuable; its closing chapters which 
give an account of the community experiment in 
Coventry (already reported in this paper) might 
inspire Anarchists to ask themselves what work 
they can do on the structure of society itself. 
Might it not be possible for small groups in 
their own towns to people to the desire for free- 
dom (and the responsibility that freedom im- 
plies) by helping to build community associa- 
tions in which there is increasing room for 


responsible action? 
PETER WILLMOTT. 





“A HOME OF THEIR OWN” 


Dr. K. E. Bartow 
from 
Freedom Bookshop, 27 Red Lion Street, 
— London, W.C.l. — 
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